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DRAMA 1: Dramatic Storytelling (TRC) 
This unit focuses on creating, presenting and analysing a devised performance that includes real or 
imagined characters, based on personal, cultural and/or community experiences and stories.  

Students examine storytelling through the creation of solo and/or ensemble devised performance/s 
and manipulate expressive skills in the creation and presentation of characters. They develop an 
awareness and understanding of how characters are portrayed in naturalistic and non-naturalistic 
performance style/s. Students also gain an awareness of how performance is shaped and given 
meaning. They investigate a range of stimulus material and learn about stagecraft, theatrical 
conventions and performance styles from a range of social and cultural contexts. This unit also 
involves analysis of a student‟s own performance work and analysis of a performance by professional 
and other drama practitioners. In this unit students use performance styles from a range of contexts 
associated with naturalism and non-naturalism.  

 
DRAMA 2: Creating Australian Drama (TRC) 
This unit focuses on the use and documentation of the processes involved in constructing a devised 
solo or ensemble performance. Students create, present and analyse a performance based on a 
person, an event, an issue, a place, an art work, a text and/or an icon from a contemporary or 
historical Australian context.  Students use a range of stimulus material in creating performance and 
examine performance styles from a range of cultural and historical contexts. Theatrical conventions 
appropriate to the selected performance styles are also explored. Students‟ knowledge of how 
dramatic elements are enhanced or manipulated through performance is further developed in this unit. 
This unit also involves analysis of a student‟s own performance work as well as the performance of an 
Australian work. An Australian work might: 

• be written, adapted or devised by Australian writers or theatre-makers; 

• reflect aspects of the Australian identity, for example the indigenous voice, the Celtic perspective, 
the twentieth or twenty-first century migrant experience, the refugee experience, the urban and 
bush perspectives. 

In this unit, students use performance styles from a range of historical, cultural and social contexts 
including styles associated with non-naturalism. 

 
DRAMA 3: Ensemble Performance (TRC) 
This unit focuses on non-naturalistic drama from a diverse range of contemporary and/or cultural 
performance traditions. Non-naturalistic performance styles and associated theatrical conventions are 
explored in the creation, development and presentation of an ensemble performance. Collaboration to 
create, develop and present ensemble performance is central to this performance. Students use and 
manipulate dramatic elements, expressive skills and performance styles to enhance performance. 
They select stagecraft and theatrical conventions as appropriate to the performance. Students also 
document and evaluate stages involved in the creation, development and presentation of the 
ensemble performance. A professional performance that incorporates non-naturalistic performance 
style/s and production elements selected from the prescribed VCE Unit 3 Drama Playlist published 
annually in the VCAA Bulletin will also be analysed. 
 
DRAMA 4:  Solo Performance (TRC) 
This unit focuses on the use of stimulus material and resources from a variety of sources to create and 
develop character/s within a solo performance. Students complete two solo performances. For a short 
solo performance they develop practical skills of researching, creating, presenting, documenting and 
analysing a solo performance work. In the development of a second solo performance, they devise, 
rehearse and perform an extended solo performance in response to a prescribed structure published 
by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. The processes involved in the creation and 
presentation of character/s in solo performance are analysed and evaluated. 

Pre-requisite:  Units 1 & 2 None.  Unit 3 must be completed to do Unit 4. 

 
 
ECONOMICS 1 
This unit focuses on issues of importance to the Australian economy.  A look at our market based 
system focusing on the property and stock markets will take place as well as the following issues - 
employment/unemployment; inflation; the distribution of income and wealth; and industrial relations 
and finance and investment.  Students are required to: complete applied economic exercises; analyse 
newspaper articles of current economic issues; and conduct an investigation of an economic issue. 
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ECONOMICS 2 
This unit focuses on the nature of economics and economic decision-making, with particular reference 
to the Australian economy and its external relationship with other economies.  Students are required 
to: complete applied economic exercises; prepare a folio of current economic issues; and undertake a 
research essay.  
 
ECONOMICS 3 
This unit focuses on the level of economic activity and the factors that affect the achievement of the 
objectives of the Australian economy.  Students are required to complete applied economic exercises; 
undertake a research essay; and complete a report on economic objectives and performance.  
 
ECONOMICS 4 
This unit focuses on management of the Australian economy.  Students are required to complete 
applied economics exercises and undertake a research essay. 
 
Pre-requisite:  Units 1 & 2 none.  Units 3 & 4 has no pre-requisite but completion of Units 1 & 2 is 
strongly recommended.   
 
 
ENGLISH 1  
The focus of this new course is on comprehending, appreciating and analysing the ways in which texts 
are constructed.  The aim is to develop competence and confidence in creating written, oral and 
multimodal texts.  There is an emphasis on writing for specific purposes and audiences arising from 
the study of a particular context as depicted in set texts. This unit encourages the extension of 
language skills through developing the capacity to speak and write effectively for a range of purposes 
and audiences.  Students are required to consider critically a range of material and respond to it 
effectively from a personal point of view; extend their capacities to communicate clearly both orally and 
in writing. 
 
ENGLISH 2 
The focus of this Unit is on comprehending, appreciating and analysing the ways in which texts are 
constructed.  The aim is to develop competence and confidence in creating written, oral and 
multimodal texts.  There is an emphasis on writing for specific purposes and audiences arising from 
the study of a particular context as depicted in set texts. This unit encourages the extension of 
language skills through developing the capacity to speak and write effectively for a range of purposes 
and audiences.  Students are required to develop and refine personal responses to texts and express 
responses effectively in a variety of forms; to consider critically a range of material and respond to it 
effectively from a personal point of view, extend their capacities to communicate clearly both orally and 
in writing. 
 
ENGLISH 3  
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding both orally and in writing to a range of texts.  
Students analyse how the authors of texts create meaning and the different ways in which texts can be 
interpreted.  They develop competence in creating written texts by exploring ideas suggested by their 
reading within the chosen Context and the ability to explain choices they have made as authors. 
 
ENGLISH 4 
The focus of this unit is on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts in order to analyse 
their construction and provide an interpretation.  Students create written or multimodal texts suggested 
by their reading within the chosen Context and explain creative choices they have made as authors in 
relation to form, purpose, language, audience and context. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 1   (TRC) 
This unit encourages the extension of English language skills through a focus on text study, writing 
skills and oral communication. Students undertake activities that will help them to achieve three 
outcomes. For Outcome 1, students are required to read, discuss and respond to a set text (which 
may be fiction, non-fiction, print or film) and respond to it in oral or written form. For Outcome 2, 
students will read a range of texts relevant to a particular Context, then create their own written texts 
for specific audiences and purposes. For Outcome 3, students will examine the way that language is 
used to present a point of view. They will complete an oral or written presentation which analyses a 
selected piece of persuasive writing.   
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 2  (TRC) 
In this unit, students will continue to read and respond to a variety of texts, and will further develop 
skills and confidence in creating their own written and oral texts. For Outcome 1, students will read a 
set text and discuss the ways that characters, ideas and themes are presented. They will construct a 
response in written or oral form. For Outcome 2, students will read a range of texts relevant to a 
particular Context, then create their own written texts for specific audiences and purposes. For 
Outcome 3, students will further develop their ability to identify and discuss the way that language is 
used to present a point of view. They will also be required to present a reasoned point of view on a 
particular issue, in oral or written form.  
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 3  (TRC) 
This unit encourages the extension of English language skills through the achievement of two 
outcomes.  Firstly, students are required to produce critical responses to both literary and non-literary 
texts and, through the use of oral language, to interact positively, critically and confidently with 
audiences in formal and informal settings.  To demonstrate achievement of this outcome, they are 
required to discuss in detail the ideas, experiences and issues dealt with in a selected text and in 
current media texts and to construct both a written text response and a written presentation of their 
point of view on a media issue.  Secondly, they are required to present complex ideas and information 
to an audience through a prepared oral presentation. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 4  (TRC) 
This unit encourages the extension of English language skills through the achievement of two 
outcomes: firstly, to develop and justify a detailed interpretation of selected texts and secondly to 
communicate complex ideas and information effectively, through finished pieces of writing for different 
purposes.  To demonstrate achievement of these outcomes, students are required to construct an 
extended written response to one or more texts and to construct two pieces of writing, selected from a 
given list, written for different specified audiences and purposes, and including one personal or 
imaginative piece. 
 
 
FRENCH 1 (LOTE) 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to establish and maintain a spoken or written 
exchange related to personal areas of experience; listen to, read and obtain information from written 
and spoken texts; and produce a personal response to a text focusing on a real or imaginary 
experience. This will involve the ability to communicate effectively using a range of structures related 
to describing, explaining and commenting on past, present or future events or experiences, both real 
and imaginary. Knowledge of a wide range of text types will be involved. 
 
FRENCH 2 (LOTE) 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a spoken or written exchange 
related to making arrangements and completing transactions; to listen to, read, and extract and use 
information and ideas from spoken and written texts; and to give expression to real or imaginary 
experience in written or spoken form. This will involve the ability to communicate effectively using a 
range of structures related to asking for or giving assistance or advice, suggesting, explaining,  
agreeing and disagreeing; to apply the conventions of relevant text types; and to use structures 
related to describing, recounting, narrating, reflecting upon past, present or future events. 
 

Pre-requisite:  A pass at Year 10 level is required.  Students should consult with the KLA head and 
be advised by their individual teachers.  Attitude, enthusiasm for the subject and work ethic are taken 
into consideration. 
 
FRENCH 3 (LOTE) 
The student expresses ideas through the production of personal or imaginative texts, focussing on 
events in the past present or future. This is assessed by a 250 word personal or imaginative written 
piece. The student analyses and uses information from spoken texts. This is assessed by a response 
to specific questions, messages or instructions, extracting and using information requested.  The 
student exchanges information, opinions and experiences, by presenting factual information, using a 
range of question forms, exchanging opinions and ideas, asking and giving advice, using the 
appropriate form of address, describing and commenting on aspects of the past, present and future, 
linking and sequencing ideas. This is assessed by a three to four minutes role-play, focussing on the 
resolution of an issue. 
 

Pre-requisite: Must have completed Units 1& 2 
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FRENCH 4 (LOTE) 
The student analyses and uses information from written texts. This is assessed by a response to 
specific questions, messages or instructions, extracting and using information requested.  The student 
responds critically to spoken and written texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture of the 
French-speaking communities. This is assessed by a 250-300 word informative, persuasive or 
evaluative written response and a three to four minutes interview on an issue related to texts studied. 
 
Pre-requisite: Must have completed Units 1& 2 
GEOGRAPHY 1 – NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS (P) 
This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of natural environments and landforms and the 
natural processes that shape and change landscapes.  Students examine very dramatic changes to 
the natural environment such as volcanoes, the natural and human processes of change in a coastal 
landscape and the forest environment. 

 
GEOGRAPHY 2 – HUMAN ENVIRONMENTS 
This unit investigates the characteristics of rural and urban environments which are primarily 
developed by human activities.  Students examine urban and rural processes such as housing, 
transport, industrial location, tourism, and agriculture.  A number of human environments will be 
studied including the Plenty Valley growth corridor, the development of Melbourne and the forces of 
rural urban migration in a Third World country such as Vietnam. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 3 – REGIONAL RESOURCES 
This unit investigates the characteristics and management of resource, in particular, water in the 
Murray Darling Basin.  Social, historical, environmental, political and economic factors all come in to 
play in the planning of policies and strategies to ensure the sustainability of water resources in this 
region.  Students will also investigate another resource and prepare a field work report based on a 
field trip.  This may include local recreation resources or retailing resources in Melbourne. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 4 – GLOBAL RESPONSES 
This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of global phenomena such as climate change and 
population.  Governments, organisations, groups and individuals respond to such global phenomena 
in different ways.  Students will examine a range of policies and strategies that promote sustainable 
global development by analysing different types of data relevant to global warming. They will evaluate 
and prepare a research report on global population. 
 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 1 
The transition from childhood to adulthood is a time that brings about enormous changes in physical, 
social, emotional and intellectual development. There is wide variation in development as a result of 
inherited and environmental factors. This unit provides an opportunity for students to explore the 
physical, social, emotional and intellectual changes that occur and the inherited and environmental 
factors that influence health and development. Students will also identify a range of challenges, and 
have the opportunity to investigate one challenge in detail and justify recommendations for action that 
could optimise the health and development of youth. 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 2 
In Australia, families, communities and governments play a key role in optimising the health and 
development of individuals across the lifespan. Beyond the particular responsibilities of families, the 
community and governments have a responsibility to provide a range of services and programs that 
will help to optimise the health and development of all Australians.  In this unit, students explore the 
requirements for optimal health and development throughout childhood and adulthood, and investigate 
inequitable health and developmental outcomes that can occur as a result of social and environmental 
factors. Students will also examine the organisation and delivery of health care in Australia and 
critically evaluate its effectiveness in promoting health and development for all Australians. 
 
 

HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 3 
This course looks at the diversity of health outcomes which are evident in the Australian population as 
a result of a range of determinants that include factors such as biology, socio-economic status, 
environment, inherited lifestyle, behaviour, knowledge, attitudes and beliefs. The study of nutrition as 
an important determinant of health and development outcomes looks at the considerable evidence 
supporting food intake as a protective factor against a number of diseases across the lifespan.  The 
course will investigate Government and non-government organizations that play an important role in 
the implementation of a range of initiatives designed to promote health and development for all. 



Senior Years Curriculum Handbook 2009 

 48 

HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 4 
Students examine the developmental changes that occur as individuals move through the lifespan and 
explore inherited factors that determine developmental potential.  Students will analyse the impact of a 
range of environmental factors that contribute to variations in health and developmental outcomes 
both between and within industrialized and developing countries.  By comparing similarities and 
differences in health outcomes at a global level, students will be able to evaluate the determinants of 
optimal health and development. 

 

HISTORY 1: 20TH C (1900-45) 
This unit explores many of the events and new ideas that occurred in the first half of the twentieth 
century.   It is based on European history and it examines the new forms of economic and political 
organisation and cultural expression that emerged during this period.   Topics include World War I, the 
Russian Revolution, the rise of fascism and World War II.   Students are required to demonstrate 
outcomes centred around changes in political, social and cultural ideas. 
 
HISTORY 2: 20TH C (POST 1945) 
This unit examines some of the main events, competing ideologies and social movements since 1945.  
It explores the increasing interplay between domestic events and international developments that has 
been a feature of this period.   Topics include the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the Cuban Missile Crisis 
and the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe.  Students are required to demonstrate outcomes 
centred around an understanding of competing ideologies and around increasing internationalism. 

 
HISTORY 3 and 4: REVOLUTIONS 
This course requires a study of two Revolutions:  French and Russian.  One is chosen for Unit 3 and 
the other one for Unit 4. 
 
For each Unit, there are two areas of study: 
a) revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events, and 
b) creating a new society. 
 
Pre-requisite: It is not necessary to have completed Units 1 and 2 History to study at Units 3 and 4 
level, but a sound result in Year 10 Humanities is a good indicator of success. 
 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 1:  IT in action 
This unit focuses on how individuals use, and can be affected by, information and communications 
technology (ICT) in their daily lives. Students acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to 
create information that persuades, educates or entertains. They also explore how their lives are 
affected by ICT and strategies for influencing how ICT is applied. Students develop an understanding 
of the role technology plays in inputting, processing, storing and communicating data and information.   
For each outcome of this unit, students use software to create solutions and information products. 
Students will undertake activities using software tools selected from these types of software: web 
authoring and multimedia authoring. Additional types of software may be used, such as image editing 
software. For Outcome 2, students will use database management software to solve information 
problems. 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 2:  Pathways 
This unit focuses on how individuals and organisations, such as sporting clubs, charitable institutions, 
small businesses and government agencies use ICT. Students acquire and apply a range of 
knowledge and skills to create solutions and information products that meet personal and clients‟ 
needs. They also examine how networked information systems are used within organisations. 
 
Students will develop their knowledge and skills using two different software tools. One tool must be a 
programming or scripting language that enables students to manipulate data, for example, Javascript, 
Actionscript, Visual Basic, Java, php. The other software tool will be selected from these types of 
software: web authoring and multimedia authoring, and, where appropriate, will be supported by image 
editing software. Students will also explore career pathways that involve using knowledge and skills 
associated with programming or scripting languages. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 3 & 4:  IT Applications 

 Unit 3: IT Applications 
In Unit 3, students use web authoring and database management software to solve information 
problems.  Unit 3 focuses on how individuals or organisations use ICT to solve information problems 
and to participate actively in a society where use of ICT is commonplace. Students acquire and apply 
knowledge and skills in solving information problems to assist in decision-making and in managing 
tasks and timelines.  Students also explore how the capabilities of networked information systems 
support teams of workers or learners to solve problems and share knowledge. 

 Unit 4: IT Applications 
This unit focuses on how ICT is used by organisations to solve ongoing information problems and in 
the strategies to protect the integrity of data and security of information. Students develop and acquire 
knowledge and skills in creating solutions and information products using spreadsheet software that 
can be re-used in the future with new sets of data.  When solving information problems, students apply 
all of the problem-solving stages: analysis, design, development, testing, documentation, 
implementation and evaluation.  In this unit students explore how organisations manage the storage, 
communication and disposal of data and information in order to minimise threats to the integrity of data 
and security of information, and to optimise efficient information handling. 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 3 & 4: Software Development 

 Unit 3: Software Development 
Unit 3 focuses on the techniques and procedures for determining the ability of networked information 
systems to meet organisational needs and on how the development of purpose-designed software, 
using a programming language, helps fulfil these needs. Students explore the roles and functions of 
networked information systems, and the types of networks. They apply three phases of the waterfall 
model of the systems development life cycle (SDLC): analysis, design and development. They use this 
concept as the methodology for making changes to networked information systems. Students also 
explore how the development of programs is influenced by legal obligations and ethical 
considerations.  The general purpose programming language selected will be studied for both Unit 3 
and Unit 4.  
 

 Unit 4: Software Development 
This unit focuses on techniques, procedures and strategies to develop, implement and evaluate 
proposed networked information systems. Students explore the technical, human, procedural, 
economic and management factors that need to be considered when undertaking these phases of the 
systems development life cycle (SDLC). The development phase is realised through the creation of 
software solutions using the programming language studied in Unit 3. 
 
Pre-requisite:   Units 1 & 2 none. Units 3 & 4 have no pre-requisites but completion of Year 10 
Programming or Units 1 and/or 2 is strongly recommended. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 1:  Politics, Power and People 
This unit introduces students to the study of politics.  The first area of study involves a comparison 
between a democratic country and a non-democratic one and looks at how power is used in each.  
The career of a modern, internationally recognised political leader is also studied as an example of the 
use of power. 
 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 2:  The Global Picture 
This unit concentrates on modern international events.  It involves the study of global development 
since 1945 with emphasis on modern conflicts and terrorism.  It includes studying examples of 
international cooperation on key issues eg the environment; and also the lack of cooperation. 
 
Pre-requisite:  A sound result in Year 10 Humanities is a solid base for success in this study, and Unit 
1 and 2 History develops key skills.   
 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 3 
This Unit investigates recent global politics and the nature of conflict since the end of the Cold War.  
The first area of study focuses on the idea of globalisation and its effect on organisations and on 
individual countries.  The second area of study examines the nature of conflict in the modern world, 
including global terrorism. 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 4 
This Unit focuses on international relations.  The first area of study focuses on the distribution of 
political power in the Asia Pacific region.  The second area of study examines Australian foreign policy 
in the Asia Pacific region, and the world. 
 
Pre-requisite: It is not necessary to have completed Units 1 and 2 International Politics to study at 
Units 3 and 4 Level, but a sound result in Year 10 Humanities is a good indication of success. For a 
student to undertake Units 3 & 4 in Year 11, a mark of 80% or more in Year 10 Humanities is strongly 
recommended. 
 
JAPANESE 1 (LOTE) 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language.  Students are required to: converse in Japanese on a range of general topics; convey 
orally in Japanese the meaning and flavour of the language, for example in an announcement, 
Program segment, recitation or song; produce personal and imaginative writing in Japanese; 
understand oral, visual and written Japanese information, select from and use this information in 
writing for a given purpose. 
 
JAPANESE 2 (LOTE) 
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language.  Students are required to give advice or assistance, make suggestions, explain 
situations, and convey ideas and opinions orally and in written form in Japanese.  They are also 
expected to describe, recount, reflect on or narrate events and experiences; understand oral, visual 
and written Japanese information and convey this information in a different discourse form in 
Japanese. 
 
Pre-requisite: A pass in Year 10 is required..  Students are to consult with the KLA head and are 
advised by their individual teachers.  Attitude, enthusiasm for the subject and work ethic are taken into 
consideration. 
 
JAPANESE 3 (LOTE)  
This unit is designed to extend students‟ knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language.  Students are required to: participate in a discussion or negotiation; exchange and 
justify opinions and ideas, make a sustained presentation or participate in a short scripted 
performance. Giving particular attention to appropriate and expressive pronunciation, intonation and 
phrasing; produce persuasive, personal or imaginative writing. 
 
Pre-requisite:  Units 1 & 2 must be completed 
 
JAPANESE 4 (LOTE) 
This unit is designed to extend student‟s knowledge and skills in understanding, speaking and writing 
the language.  Students are required to: present and defend a point of view to an audience; participate 
in a performance, giving particular attention to appropriate and expressive pronunciation, intonation 
and phrasing; produce evaluative or informative writing; combine and adapt information for a given 
purpose. 
 
Pre-requisite: Units 1 & 2 must be completed 
 
 
LEGAL STUDIES 1: Criminal law and justice 
This unit explores the distinction between legal and non-legal rules, the Victorian court hierarchy, and 
the process of making laws through Parliament.  It focuses on the role of police, their powers of 
investigation, the procedures of a criminal trial and an examination of possible sanctions that are 
available to the criminal courts.  In addition, students explore the concepts of fairness and justice 
within the criminal justice system. 
 
LEGAL STUDIES 2:  Civil law and the law in focus 
This unit focuses on the effective resolution of civil disputes.  It looks at the processes and procedures 
involved in civil litigation and the possible defences to civil claims within our legal system available to 
enforce the civil rights of our citizens.  As well as the judicial procedure to resolve civil disputes, the 
unit also investigates the alternative avenues of dispute resolution and their effectiveness.  This unit 
provides students with the opportunity to explore a specific area of law and to analyse contemporary 
legal issues. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 3:  Law-making 
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop an understanding of the institutions that 
determine laws and the processes by which laws are made.  It considers reasons why laws are 
necessary and the impact of the Commonwealth Constitution on the operation of the legal system.  
Students undertake an evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of the law-making bodies and the 
processes used to influence change and reform. 
 
LEGAL STUDIES 4:  Dispute resolution 
This unit explores the function and jurisdiction of the courts, tribunals and alternative avenues of 
dispute resolution with a view to comparing and evaluating the operation of the various dispute 
resolution methods.  Students develop an understanding of criminal and civil pre-trial and trial 
processes and procedures which operate within the Victorian legal system.  The current operation of 
the jury system in criminal and civil trials will be examined and students will also review the operation 
of the adversary system, giving consideration to its strengths and weaknesses.  Students will compare 
features of the adversary and inquisitorial systems of dispute resolution.  In this unit students evaluate 
the effective operation of the Victorian legal system and make recommendations for possible 
improvement and reform. 
 
Pre-requisite:  Units 1 & 2 none.  Units 3 & 4 has no pre-requisites but completion of Units 1 & 2 is 
strongly recommended.  
 
 
LITERATURE 
The study of literature is a means of exploring and making sense of human experience.  The process 
of making meaning involves asking questions such as: whose experiences and what experiences are 
given voice in the text? How are they created through the text‟s use of language and literary devices? 
What seem to be the main ideas and pre-occupations of the text? What does the text‟s representation 
of characters and events suggest about the views and values of the text? In what ways, if any, does 
the text appear to be shaped by the cultural context in which the text was produced?  These units 
examine such questions and involve students in analysing a range of texts, developing skills in 
reading closely and critically, and discussing and debating various ways of interpreting and evaluating 
texts.  
 
LITERATURE 1 
This unit enables students to develop effective reading strategies, to examine the ideas and views of 
life that are presented in the literature studied and relate what they read to their own lives and social 
contexts.  Students develop an understanding of, and a critical response to, contemporary literature, 
and analyse and interpret literary texts for a variety of purposes. 
 
LITERATURE 2 
The focus of this unit is on developing reading strategies and personal responses to literature, and an 
understanding of how themes and ideas in texts comment on personal and social experiences.  It 
covers a wide variety of literature with an emphasis on works from different historical periods. 

 
Pre-requisite: If a student were to attain any lower than 75% in Year 10 English, he/she would 
struggle in Year 11 Literature 
 
LITERATURE 3 
This unit explores the use of language in various kinds of texts and the ways in which readers respond 
to and interpret them.  It considers the ideas and beliefs that texts represent, and the views and values 
of life expressed through texts.  It also examines how literature may reflect or comment on social, 
historical and cultural contexts. 
 
LITERATURE 4 
This unit explores the use of language in various kinds of texts and the ways in which readers respond 
to and interpret them.   It considers the ideas and beliefs that texts represent, and the views and 
values of life expressed through texts. It also examines how literature may reflect or comment on 
social, historical and cultural contexts.   Emphasis will be placed on students analysing the 
development of their own response to a text, as well as attention to literary theory. 
 
Pre-requisite:  Whilst it is possible for a student to undertake Units 3 & 4 Literature at Year 12, 
without having completed Units 1 and 2, we would strongly recommend him/her completing Units 1 
and 2 Literature in Year 11. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Students may change levels between Years 11 and 12.  Changes may only be made to a line 
above the chosen one.  Eg  Main → Maths Methods Units 1 & 2 ↑ Further Maths Units 3 & 4. 
 
 

YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 

 
 
 
Core             → 

 

Foundation Maths Units 1 & 2. (TRC) 

 

 

General Maths B Units 1 & 2              → 

 

Further Maths Units 3 & 4 

 
 
Main             → 
 

 

General Maths B Units 1 & 2              → 

 

Further Maths Units 3 & 4 

 

Maths Methods Units 1 & 2                → 

 

Maths Methods Units 3 & 4 

 
 
Analysis       → 
 

 

General Maths B Units 1 & 2              → 

 

Further Maths Units 3 & 4 

 

Maths Methods Units 1 & 2                → 

 

Maths Methods Units 3 & 4 

 

Maths Methods Units 1 & 2  and         → 

General  Maths A Units 1 & 2  

 

Specialist Maths Units 3 & 4 
 

 

Further Maths Units 3 & 4 

 

 
 
 

 MATHEMATICAL METHODS (CAS) 1  
This unit involves the study of functions & graphs (polynomials and exponentials), algebra, rates of 
change and probability. Students are required to: apply mathematical knowledge and skills 
creatively to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life situations; learn and 
practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to 
standard problems.  CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of 
mathematical concepts. 

 
Pre-requisite:  A student should score 60% or more on their end of year, Year 10 Mathematics 
examination. The course requires strong by hand skills and students should have demonstrated 
independence in setting and carrying out their study tasks . 
 
It is not recommended to undertake Mathematical Methods (CAS) 1 & 2 and General Mathematics 
B as a combination. 

 

 MATHEMATICAL METHODS (CAS) 2 
This unit involves the study of functions and graphs (trigonometric and logarithmic), rates of 
change & calculus, probability and counting techniques.   Students are required to: apply 
mathematical knowledge and skills creatively to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including 
real-life situations; learn and practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use 
them to find solutions to standard problems; and undertake independent investigative projects. 
CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of mathematical concepts. 
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 GENERAL MATHEMATICS (A) 1  
This unit involves the study of number systems; algebra; descriptive statistics; bivariate data; and 
variation.  Students are required to: apply mathematical knowledge and skills creatively to solve 
problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life situations; learn and practise mathematical 
algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to standard problems; and 
undertake independent investigative projects.  CAS calculators are used to enhance the students 
understanding of mathematical concepts. 
 
Pre-requisite: A student should score 70% or more on their end of year, Year 10 Mathematics 
examinations. 
 
This subject must be studied with Mathematical Methods (CAS). It can not be studied with General 
Mathematics (B). 

 

 GENERAL MATHEMATICS (A) 2 
This unit involves the study of sequences & series; vectors; polar coordinates; complex numbers; 
solution of non-right angled triangles; and mensuration of a circle.   Students are required to: apply 
mathematical knowledge and skills creatively to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including 
real-life situations; learn and practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use 
them to find solutions to standard problems; and undertake independent investigative projects.   
CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of mathematical concepts. 
 

 GENERAL MATHEMATICS (B) 1  
This unit involves the study of topics chosen from; arithmetic; algebra; functions and graphs; 
statistics; financial arithmetic and networks.  Students are required to: apply mathematical 
knowledge and skills to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life situations; learn 
and practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to 
standard problems.  CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of 
mathematical concepts. 
 
Pre-requisite: A student should score 50% or more in their end of year, Year 10 examinations.  
We do not generally recommend a student undertake Mathematical Methods 1 & 2 and General 
Mathematics B as a combination. 

 

 GENERAL MATHEMATICS (B) 2 
This unit involves the study of topics chosen from; bivariate data; geometry; trigonometry; number 
patterns and financial arithmetic.   Students are required to: apply mathematical knowledge and 
skills to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life situations; learn and practise 
mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to standard 
problems.  CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of mathematical 
concepts. 

 

 FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS 11  VCE UNIT 1 & 2  (TRC) 
In Foundation Mathematics there is a strong emphasis on using mathematics in practical contexts 
relating to everyday life, recreation, work and study.  This will be covered through the topics of; 
space, shape and design, patterns and number, handling data and measurement.  The subject will 
be taught through themed topics such as “living out of home, owing a car, maths around the world 
and design & development in the home”. 

 
Assessment for this course will include projects, topic tests and a single examination per semester 
with technology allowed. 
 
NB Foundation Mathematics does not lead to a VCE Units 3-4 mathematics study. 
 

 MATHEMATICAL METHODS (CAS) 3  
This unit involves the study of functions & graphs (polynomial, trigonometric and exponential and 
logarithmic functions) and calculus.   Students are required to: apply mathematical knowledge and 
skills creatively to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life situations; learn and 
practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to 
standard problems. CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of 
mathematical concepts. 
 
Pre-requisite: A student should have achieved at least 60% in Mathematical Methods Unit 2 



Senior Years Curriculum Handbook 2009 

 54 

 MATHEMATICAL METHODS (CAS) 4 
This unit involves the study of functions and graphs, calculus, algebra, and the study of random 
variables and; discrete and continuous probability distributions.  Students are required to: apply 
mathematical knowledge and skills creatively to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including 
real-life situations; learn and practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use 
them to find solutions to standard problems.  CAS calculators are used to enhance the students 
understanding of mathematical concepts. 

 

 SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 3  
This unit involves the study of co-ordinate geometry; trigonometric functions; complex numbers; 
calculus; and vectors.  Students are required to: apply mathematical knowledge and skills 
creatively to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life situations; learn and 
practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to 
standard problems.  Graphing or CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding 
of mathematical concepts. 

 

 SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 4 
This unit involves the study of differential & integral calculus; differential equations; kinematics; 
and mechanics.  Students are required to: undertake a problem-solving task; learn and practise 
mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to standard 
problems.  Graphing or CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of 
mathematical concepts. 
 
Pre-requisite:  A student should score 70% or more in both their General Mathematics A and 
Mathematical Methods Unit 1 & 2 end of year examinations. 
 

 FURTHER MATHEMATICS 3  
This unit involves the study of data analysis and one module chosen from: number patterns and 
applications, geometry and trigonometry, graphs and relations, business related mathematics, 
networks and decision mathematics or matrices and applications.  Students are required to: apply 
mathematical knowledge and skills to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life 
situations; learn and practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to 
find solutions to standard problems; undertake an independent applications tasks based on the 
core material; and complete an analysis task on the first module.  Graphing or CAS calculators are 
used to enhance the students understanding of mathematical concepts. 
 

 FURTHER MATHEMATICS 4 
This unit involves the study of two modules chosen from: number patterns and applications, 
geometry and trigonometry; graphs and relations; business related mathematics; networks and 
decision mathematics or matrices and applications.   Students are required to: apply mathematical 
knowledge and skills to solve problems in unfamiliar situations, including real-life situations; learn 
and practise mathematical algorithms, routines and techniques, and use them to find solutions to 
standard problems; and undertake independent analysis tasks based on each module.  Graphing 
or CAS calculators are used to enhance the students understanding of mathematical concepts. 
 
Pre-requisite  A student should have achieved one of the following scores:  
 
-  At least 50% in Mathematical Methods Units 1 or 2 or General Mathematics A in the end of 

year examination. 
- At least 60% in the General Mathematics B end of year examination. 

 
 
 
MEDIA 1:  Representation and Technologies of Representation  (P) 
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop an understanding of the relationship between 
the media, technology and the representations present in media forms.  The unit involves the study of 
the implications of media technology for the individual and society.  Students develop practical and 
analytical skills, including an understanding of the contribution of codes and conventions to the 
creation of meaning in media products, the role and significance of selection processes in their 
construction, and the creative and cultural implications of new media technologies. 
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MEDIA 2:  Media production and the Media Industry  (P) 
This unit will enable students to develop their understanding of the specialist production stages and 
roles within the collaborative organisation of media production.  Students develop practical skills 
through undertaking assigned roles during their participation in specific stages of a media production 
and analyse issues concerning the stages and roles in the media production process.  Students also 
develop an understanding of media industry issues and developments in relation to production stages 
and roles and the broader framework within which Australian media organisations operate. 
 
MEDIA 3:  Narrative and media production design  (P) 
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop an understanding of production and story 
elements and to recognise the role and significance of narrative organization in fictional film, radio or 
television programs.  In this context students also consider how production and story elements 
structure narratives to engage an audience.  Students also develop practical skills through undertaking 
exercises related to aspects of the design and production process.  They design a media production 
for a specific media form with the relevant specifications presented as a written planning document 
with visual representations. 
 
MEDIA 4:  Media process, social values and media influence  (P) 
This unit enables students to further develop their practical skills in the production of media products 
and to realise a production design.  Organisational and creative skills are refined and applied 
throughout this process.  In this unit students also analyse the ways in which media texts are shaped 
by social values in the representations and structure of a media text.  The role and influence of the 
media is also critically analysed in this unit. 
 
 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE 1 
This unit focuses on developing skills in practical music and performance in solo and group contexts, 
studying performance and performing, and developing skills in aural comprehension and organisation 
of sound. Students will present a solo and a group performance, demonstrate prepared technical work 
and perform previously unseen music. 
 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE 2 
This unit further develops skills in practical music and performance in solo and group contexts. 
Students present a prepared program(s) of solo and group works, demonstrate prepared technical 
work, perform previously unseen music and develop skills in aural comprehension. Selected works are 
analysed to enhance performance interpretation and to understand their context, influences, 
characteristics and styles. This unit also focuses on music theory relevant to performance and used in 
the analysis of music. 
 
Pre-requisite:  There is no Unit 1 & 2 pre requisite for students who wish to do Units 3 & 4. Students 
wishing to undertake Music 1/2 in Year 11 should generally have obtained a performance standard 
equivalent to 5th or 6th Grade AMEB on their principal instrument.  They should have completed the 
Year 10 Music Elective course.  But neither course is a pre-requisite for entry to Unit 1/2 Music. The 
1/2 Music course requires high-level skills in instrumental performance, aural perception and analytical 
skills as they apply to the recognition of form and structure in musical compositions.  
 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE: SOLO PERFORMANCE 3 
This unit focuses on the preparation and presentation of Solo works. Students use performance 
techniques to develop understanding of interpretation of a range of styles. Ensemble performance, 
solo technical work and unprepared performance broadens music performance skills. Aural 
comprehension skills and understanding of the structure and characteristics of a group work are also 
developed. 
 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE: SOLO PERFORMANCE 4 
This unit focuses on the preparation and presentation of a solo program of works demonstrating 
through performance an understanding of interpretation. Understanding of musical structure and 
characteristics of a group of work are further developed. Ensemble performance, technical work and 
unprepared performance and studies in aural comprehension extend music performance skills. 
 
Pre-requisite: If students wish to undertake Music 3/4 in Year 11 they should generally have obtained 
a performance standard equivalent to 6th or 7th Grade AMEB on their principal instrument.  They 
should have completed the Year 10 Music Elective course.  But neither course is a pre-requisite for 
entry to Unit 3/4 Music. Students need to consider the level of success they wish to achieve and 
measure this against their current abilities in Music.  The 3/4 Music course requires high-level skills in 
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instrumental performance, aural perception and appropriate analytical skills to identify and describe 
structural characteristics in selected musical works.   
 
 
NATIONAL POLITICS 3: DEMOCRACY IN THE MAKING  (P) 
This unit provides an overview of Australia‟s “Washminster” system of government with its influences 
from the United States and United Kingdom‟s systems of government.  Students undertake a 
comparative study of the political systems of Australia and the United States by considering areas 
such as values and ideologies.  The comparative study provides the context for an enquiry into how 
the Australian political system could be reformed to better fulfil democratic values. 

 
NATIONAL POLITICS 4: THE CHALLENGE OF POWER  (P) 
This unit considers the influences on Australian Federal policy making and implementation.  It also 
considers contemporary challenges to Australian domestic and foreign policy.  Students consider the 
various influences on federal policy making, including the executive, legislative branches, public 
opinion and interest groups. 

 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1: Learning and improving skill  (P) 
This unit looks at a range of factors that influence learning and improving physical skills and the role of 
the coach in making this happen. The ways in which a coach influences his or her athletes can have a 
significant effect on their performance, and the methods and approaches that the coach puts into 
practice will impact on the individual athlete in different ways. By studying various sports psychology 
concepts such as arousal and anxiety, and the effects these can have on performance, students will 
be able to apply these psychological principles to the sporting arena. 

Students will also focus on general principles that are common to analysing physical performance and 
learning physical skills, and the biomechanical principles of movement involved in these skills. The unit 
approaches the biomechanics of physical skills from the perspective of improving physical 
performance. Students use practical activities to enhance the theoretical understanding of factors 
involved in learning and improving skill. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2: The active body (P) 
This unit introduces the students to an understanding of physical activity, including the relationships 
between body systems and physical activity, the place of physical activity in contributing to well being 
in students‟ own lives as well as within the wider community, and the classification of physical activity 
in terms of type and experience. Such knowledge is important to student understanding and is best 
delivered through a variety of practical activities. 

The students will look at a range of factors that influence performance in physical activity. It is 
recognised that regular participation in physical activity is important for the health of individuals and 
the community. Students will investigate how the patterns of physical activity vary across the lifespan, 
including the physical, social and emotional benefits of participation in physical activity. A theoretical 
model, the Stages of Change, will be used to understand engagement with physical activity. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1: Learning and improving skill  (TRC) 
This unit studies the structure and functioning of the human body during exercise. It further develops 
concepts introduced in Year 10, with a strong emphasis on the functioning of the skeletal, muscular 
and cardio - vascular systems during exercise. Prominent sports injuries and rehabilitation programs 
for these are also investigated, along with various fitness training techniques for sport. The desired 
outcomes are that students better understand the functioning of the major systems of the body during 
sporting performance, that students develop knowledge of the methods of training and how they 
improve the functioning during different types of events and that students understand what the more 
“popular” sports injuries are, how they occur and what is done to aid recovery from them. Students are 
required to participate in practical classes, participate in and write up Laboratory activities and 
complete investigative activities and write up associated Activity Reports.  

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2: The active body  (TRC) 
This unit develops an understanding in three different areas of sports science. It first explores 
preparation techniques that aid sporting performance and reduce the chance of injury occurring. We 
next study the nature of skill learning and the thinking that occurs during event performance and thirdly 
we investigate methods of analysing skill execution. The desired outcomes are to make students 
aware of the importance of preparing properly for sporting events, to help students understand how 
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learning occurs and to show students how to detect errors in sporting techniques. Students are 
required to participate in physical activity classes; understand and apply theoretical concepts in activity 
reports and undertake and write up laboratory activities relating to the areas of study.  
 
Pre requisite: Whilst it is not essential (but highly recommended) for Year 9 students to select Theory 
of PE in Year 10 to progress to do the Units 1 & 2 Year 11 course, an overall Year 10 mark of 65% 
would be the minimum for those who do. 
  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 3: Physiological and participatory perspectives of physical activity 
This unit introduces students to an understanding of physical activity from a physiological perspective. 
In particular, the contribution of energy systems to performance in physical activity is explored, as well 
as the health benefits to be gained from participation in regular physical activity. The underlying 
physiological requirements of an activity being used for health or for fitness are the same. 

There are many factors that influence an individual to initially begin and then continue on with some 
form of regular physical activity. In this unit, students study and apply various models to identify 
strategies that will be effective in promoting participation in some form of regular activity.  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION  4: Enhancing physical performance 

Improvements in physical performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of the individual or 
coach to acquire, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding about training. Exercise 
physiology is concerned with individual responses and adaptations through exercise. Students 
experience a variety of practical activities involving a range of training methods and fitness activities. 
Students learn to accurately assess the particular energy and fitness needs of the sport or activity for 
which the athlete is training, through analysis of data collected from a game or activity. 
 
Pre-requisite: In order for students to progress into VCE Physical Education Unit 3 and 4 (as a Year 
11 student) a demonstrated aptitude across all learning areas is required and students will be 
accepted at the discretion of the Head of House/Level Managers and Learning Area Head. 
 
 
PHYSICS 1 
Unit 1 consists of two prescribed areas of study; Nuclear and Radioactive Physics and Electricity. 
Students also complete a detailed study in Energy from the Nucleus. Students are required to 
complete a set of practical investigations, quantitative and qualitative exercises, research assignments 
and an extended practical investigation in conjunction with topic tests and an examination. 

 
PHYSICS 2 
Unit 2 consists of two prescribed areas of study: Movement and Wave-like Properties of Light and a 
detailed study in the area of Astronomy or Flight. Students complete inquiries into Movement and 
Energy transformation and the behaviour of Light through quantitative and qualitative exercises and 
use their acquired knowledge to explain physics phenomena or issues. Students are required to 
complete research assignments in conjunction with topic tests and an examination. 

Pre-requisite:  UNITS 3 & 4 - It is advisable that any student wishing to undertake this subject have an 
overall academic assessment descriptor of competent or an overall mark greater than 65% in the 
Science and Mathematics subjects they study at the year 10 level. 
 

PHYSICS 3 
Unit 3 focuses on the ideas that underpin much of the technology found in areas such as 
communications, commerce and industry.  It consists of two prescribed areas of study: Motion in one 
and two dimensions; Electronics and photonics; and a third area of study chosen from one of three 
detailed studies: Einstein‟s Relativity, Investigating structures and materials, or Further electronics.  
Mathematical modelling is applied to all areas, and practical work is undertaken that complements the 
theory and develops experimental technique. Students are required to complete a set of practical 
investigations in conjunction with topic tests and an external examination. 
 

PHYSICS 4 
Unit 4 develops models to explain the complex interactions of light and matter. Students continue to 
have extensive and regular experimental work in the laboratory. Unit 4 consists of two prescribed 
areas of study: Interactions of light and matter; Electric Power; and a third area of study chosen from 
one of three detailed studies: Synchrotron and applications, Photonics or Recording and reproducing 
sound. Mathematical modelling continues to be used to organise and identify trends in data. Students 
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are required to complete a set of practical investigations in conjunction with topic tests and an external 
examination. 
 
Pre-requisite: Units 3 & 4 -  It is advisable that any student wishing to undertake this subject have an 
overall academic assessment descriptor of competent or an overall mark greater than 65% in Year 11 
Physics.  
 
 
PSYCHOLOGY 1 
This unit introduces students to the scientific study of psychology as the investigation into human 
behaviour and the mental processes that determine it; including perception, cognition and emotion.  
Students learn about the use of theories, models and controlled observations to describe and explain 
human behaviour.  The focus of this unit is an introduction to the scientific foundation of psychology. In 
this context, human behaviour is examined in social situations where certain behaviours are seen to 
be a consequence of environmental processes. Individual development of cognitive and perceptual 
abilities is also explored.  Research methods and their associated critiques are integrated within the 
different methodological approaches to psychology. The link between the aspect of psychology being 
studied and the choice of research method is established. Students apply these methods to different 
studies and make simple evaluations of the appropriateness of each model. An introduction to ethical 
principles in the conduct of psychological research and practice is provided. 

 
PSYCHOLOGY 2 
In this unit students learn about different methods and models that describe and explain human 
behaviour.  This unit focuses on internal physical, chemical and biological processes that inform 
behaviour. This context is based on the understanding of neuronal structures and the nervous system 
at the basic level.  Methods of studying the differences in behaviour between people are evaluated.  
The study of individual behaviour in social situations is explored where behaviours can be influenced 
by attitudes resulting from environmental influences. Measurement tools applied to studies of attitude 
are investigated.  Research methods continue to be integrated within the different approaches to 
psychology. Students apply these methods to different studies and evaluate the appropriateness of 
each model.  Ethical principles in the conduct of psychological research and practice are included. 

Pre-requisite:  Units 1 & 2 - It is desirable that any student wishing to undertake this subject has at 
least gained a competent grade in Year 10 Science (Modified not eligible - P). 
 
PSYCHOLOGY 3 
The first area of study focuses on the nervous system, the brain‟s major structures, and the autonomic 
nervous system.  The study of visual perception explores the general characteristics of sensory 
systems and the ways in which the visual perceptual system, in particular, allows us to interact with 
the environment. The final area of study focuses on states of consciousness exploring relationships 
between consciousness and thoughts, feelings and behaviour. It also explores the changes in the 
nervous system associated with different states of consciousness. There is a particular focus on the 
study of sleep.  

PSYCHOLOGY 4 
This first area of study explores different kinds of learning and cognitive processes, which influence 
learning.  Classical and operant conditioning, and modelling, are examined in detail.  The study of 
memory explores the characteristics of human memory, and factors, which influence retention and 
recall. The third area of study is a research project that focuses on the process of empirical research.  

Pre-Requisites: Units 3 & 4 - It is desirable for students to have successfully completed either 
Psychology or Biology Units 1 and 2. 
 
 
RELIGION AND SOCIETY UNITS 3 & 4  (TRC) 
Having studied Religion Values and Faith formally from Years 7-10, our students can now continue 
with one of the most popular VCE subjects. This study is designed for all students interested in the 
great questions of life. Students will be provided with an opportunity to openly study a religious 
tradition without bias towards any one tradition.  
 
RELIGION AND SOCIETY 3:  The Search for meaning  
In Units 3 students will study beliefs and the ways that they create meaning for communities and 
individuals.   
You will study: 
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 A range of core beliefs within one or more religious traditions.   

 Interplay between religious beliefs and life experiences commitment, suffering death and human 
relationships. Considering the nature and purpose of human life. 

 The maintenance of belief within a selected tradition and how this is expressed and 
communicated. 

 The development and reinterpretation of the expression of the belief in relation to internal and 
external factors. 

 
RELIGION AND SOCIETY 4:  Challenge and response 
In Unit 4 students will study the internal and external developments which challenge significant beliefs 
of the selected tradition and the enduring social and historical consequences that result.  
 
You will study: 

 Challenges to religious traditions and their responses to these challenges. 

 Vision associated with the religious tradition and its relationship to society. 

 Significant individuals who have been inspired by the religious beliefs and their desire to 
implement their vision about the ideal human community. 

 
 
THEATRE STUDIES 1:  Theatrical styles of the pre – modern era (P) 
This unit enables students to develop an understanding of three distinct theatrical periods of the pre-
modern era focusing on works prior to 1880s in both their written form and in performance. Through 
practical workshops students gain knowledge of how these periods have shaped and contributed to 
the world of pre- modern theatre. Students develop an understanding of how acting and other 
stagecraft can be informed by different theatrical styles and contexts. Students examine the processes 
of developing character, the actor - audience relationship and the use of acting skills to enhance text 
interpretation. Students will develop the ability to critically analyse a live theatrical performance of a 
playscript from the pre- modern era. 

 
THEATRE STUDIES  2:  Theatrical styles of the modern era  (P) 
This unit focuses on interpretation of playscripts with an emphasis on performance. Students study at least 
three distinct theatrical movements from the modern era focusing on works from the 1880s to the 
present. Students develop an understanding of the contexts, origins, theatrical styles, production 
processes, use of stagecraft and performance possibilities of each playscript. Through working 
collaboratively, students gain an understanding of how stagecraft is applied in the production process. 
Students study theatrical analysis and production evaluation and apply these skills to the analysis of a 
play in performance from the modern era. 

(Stagecraft includes: acting, direction, dramaturgy, stage management, set design, costume, lighting, 
properties, make-up and sound) 

THEATRE STUDIES 3 (P) 
This unit focuses on the development of skills which contribute to the interpretation of a playscript in 
performance. Students develop a thorough knowledge and understanding of the four stages of the 
production process- planning, development, production season and evaluation. Students are required 
to fully understand how stagecraft can be used to interpret a playscript. They must demonstrate 
proficiency and skill in two areas of stagecraft and analyze how they influenced, shaped and informed 
the performance using appropriate theatrical language. Working collaboratively students become 
familiar with how the historical, cultural and social contexts were interpreted on stage. Students will 
attend a live production, selected from the prescribed Theatres Studies Unit 3 Playlist and develop the 
skills required to analyze and evaluate playscript interpretation and stagecraft application. 
 
THEATRE STUDIES 4: 
Unit 4 requires students to interpret and perform a monologue from a playscript selected from the 
prescribed monologue list. They are required to develop a theatrical brief that outlines an interpretation 
of the scene from which the monologue was taken. This will include the historical, cultural and social 
contexts of the playscript and demonstrate an understanding of how an actor creates a character 
based on the scene. Students will attend a live production selected from the prescribed Theatre 
Studies Unit 4 Playlist and develop the skills required to analyze and evaluate how the playscript was 
interpreted by the actors in the production. Students refine their use of language and terminology. 
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 1: Visual communication 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare instrumental drawings of objects and 
explore freehand drawing from direct observation. Students also experiment and explore the 
application of design elements and principles in the preparation of solutions to suit specific purposes. 
Students study how the design process is applied in the production of visual communications. 
 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 2: Communication in context 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop practical skills by generating images 
and developing them through freehand and instrumental drawing. The ways in which information and 
ideas are communicated visually are also explored through the analysis of the work of others. The 
design process is applied in developing visual communication solutions to set tasks. 
 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 3: Visual communication practices 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to produce visual communications through the 
application of the design process to satisfy specific communication needs. Students also study the 
production of visual communications in a professional setting, and evaluate examples of visual 
communications. 
 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 4: Designing to a brief 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare one brief that defines the need or needs 
of a client. Students apply the design process to produce developmental work and two final 
presentations based on the brief. 
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5.2  The Year 11 & 12 Curriculum –  
International Baccalaureate Diploma 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Descriptions of Subjects in the IB 
The academic subjects below are offered in the International Baccalaureate during 2008/2009.  IB 
students must choose one subject from each Group.  However, as most subjects have only one class, 
the final Ivanhoe Grammar School timetable is only confirmed one subject preferences are examined. 

 

GROUP 1 – LANGUAGE A1   (FIRST LANGUAGE) 

 
ENGLISH A1 and CHINESE A1 
The Language A1 program aims to develop the students' knowledge and appreciation of the literature 
of the target language, as well as an awareness and appreciation of the literature of other cultures. 
 
Pre-requisite:   A strong pass at Year 10 level, as well as a high level of proficiency in reading 
novels and plays. 
 
 

GROUP 2 – LANGUAGE A2, B, AB INITIO (SECOND LANGUAGE) 

 
ENGLISH B, FRENCH B, JAPANESE B 
The Language B program aims to develop the students' ability to communicate accurately and 
effectively in speech and in writing within a range of contexts and to offer insights into the culture of 
the countries where the language is spoken.  Language B is for students who have studied the 
language previously. 
 
Pre-requisite:   Students must have achieved a strong pass at Year 10 level in the target language.  
 
INDONESIAN AB INITIO 
The ab initio program is a language-learning program designed to be studied over two years and 
catering for students who have no or little previous experience of learning the target language.  Other 
language options within the International Baccalaureate presume that candidates have studied the 
language up to an equivalent of Grade 10 or higher.  The ab initio program makes no such 
presumption - in fact, students who have significant experience of the language are not eligible to 
undertake the ab initio program.    

The ab initio language meets the requirements of Group 2, making the IB program accessible to a 
wide range of students who would otherwise be unable to complete the requirements of the diploma. 
 
Pre-requisite:   Unlike other IB languages, there should be little or no prior study of the language. 
 
 

GROUP 3 – HUMANITIES 

 
HISTORY 
This course examines aspects of the history of the Twentieth Century.  The main topics include the 
causes, practices and effects of wars, (with case studies including the World Wars, Vietnam, the first 
Gulf War), the Cold War and European History from 1890 – 1990 (including the Russian Revolution, 
racism and the Holocaust).   
 
The ability to evaluate information, read widely and synthesise ideas in writing is a useful skill for 
aspiring History students and will be strengthened during the course.  Students will complete internally 
assessed research work and externally assessed examinations to attain their grade. 
 
The Higher Level course has additional emphasis on the area of Europe. 
 
Pre-requisite:  Students should be strong and enthusiastic readers with success in Humanities and 
English at Year 10. 
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ECONOMICS 
Economics is a social science, closely related to other academic disciplines such as sociology, 
political science and anthropology; history and geography also provide background material for the 
study of economics.  At the root of economics as a discipline is the search for a better understanding 
of the workings of human society. 

The International Baccalaureate Economics Program is different from most nationally based courses 
in that it is resolutely international in outlook. The international perspective manifests itself in several 
ways.  The program places a strong emphasis on international economic relationships and 
comparisons. The teaching of international economics under the heading “International Trade”, and 
the choice of “Economic Development and Growth” as a major subject heading, are distinctive 
features of the program. 
 
Pre-requisite:  Standard Level  None 

Higher Level Students should have a good grounding in 
Mathematics. 

 
PSYCHOLOGY 
Psychology is the systematic study of human behaviour and experience.  The IB Psychology course 
aims to give students skills in interpreting and/or conducting psychological research; to develop an 
understanding of the biological, social and cultural influences on human behaviour; to develop an 
understanding of different theoretical processes to interpreting behaviour; to develop an awareness of 
how applications of psychology in everyday life are derived from psychological theories; to develop an 
appreciation of the eclectic nature of psychology; and to understand and/or use diverse methods of 
psychological inquiry. 
  
Assessment takes the form of externally set examinations at the end of Year 12, and an internally 
assessed simple experimental study. 

Pre-requisite:  None 

 
 
GROUP 4 – EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES 

 
BIOLOGY 
Biology is an experimental science that studies living organisms.  Investigations at the molecular level 
to that of the biosphere will be made using the scientific method.  By the end of the course, the 
student should have developed an appreciation of the interactions between these levels and of how 
organisms function within the biosphere.  This should enable students to appreciate the impact of 
Biology on problems facing society now and in the future. 

Laboratory work is integrated with the theory component and will account for approximately twenty-
five percent of course time. 
 
Pre-requisite:  None 
 
 
CHEMISTRY 
Chemistry is a science concerned with the study of materials, their properties and the development of 
models to explain the ways in which those materials react.  The higher level course develops these 
models to enhance the understanding of chemical concepts.  The choice of options at both levels may 
reflect student interest. Chemistry is regarded as a central science with connections to Physics, 
Engineering and Mining on one side and Biology, Biochemistry and Medicine on the other side. 

In Year 11 it is anticipated to cover all eleven core topics at the Standard Level as well as the Group 4 
project.  In Year 12 options are studied along with additional Higher Level core topics.  Laboratory 
work is integrated with the theory component at both Year 11 and Year 12 and will account for 
approximately twenty-five percent of course time.  

 
Pre-requisite:  A good pass in Year 10 Science (75%) and a good pass in Year 10 Mathematics. 
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PHYSICS 
The Standard Level course consists of the study of six topics – Measurement, Mechanics, Thermal, 
Waves, Electromagnetism and Atomic Physics in Year 11 and in Year 12, two options and a Group 4 
Project.  

The Higher Level course consists of the SL course plus in Year 12, a second visit to the six topics, 
which develops them in greater depth. Also, the options have extension material for the HL students. 

For both the SL and HL courses, the Physics Department has developed an integrated set of 
teaching materials specifically written for the IB course.   
 
Pre-requisite:   A strong pass in Year 10 Science (70%) and a very strong pass in Year 10 
Mathematics. 
 
 
 

GROUP 5 – MATHEMATICS & COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 
The Mathematics courses are offered to cater for different groups of students. 
 
 

YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 
 

 

Main or Analysis          → 
Maths Studies              → Maths Studies 

Maths SL                      → Maths SL 

 
 
MATHEMATICS STANDARD LEVEL (SL) 
Mathematics (Standard Level) is a course for competent students of mathematics that aims to develop 
mathematical knowledge in a number of areas. Most tertiary institutions accept this subject as the 
equivalent of VCE Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4. It would provide a good basis for students 
wishing to pursue studies in the areas of commerce, biological sciences and health sciences.  
 
Pre-requisites:  Main - 75%     Analysis – 65% 
 
 
MATHEMATICAL STUDIES SL 
This course is available at Standard Level only.  It caters for students with varied backgrounds and 
abilities.  More specifically, it is designed to build confidence and encourage an appreciation of 
mathematics in students who do not anticipate a need for mathematics in their future studies.   
 
Students taking this course need to be already equipped with fundamental skills and a rudimentary 
knowledge of basic processes.    This course is intended as a one year program for Year 11 or Year 
12.  This subject will still provide the Maths pre-requisite for many tertiary courses. 
 
 
 
 

GROUP 6 – ARTS AND ELECTIVES 

 
MUSIC  
Music aims to promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding of music, along with the 
development through practice of appropriate skills in three musical activities: listening, performing and 
composing. 
 
Pre-requisite:   There are no prerequisites for entry.  However, it is strongly advised that students 
have had at least three years experience on a musical instrument or in voice and have attained a 
standard equivalent to AMEB Grade 5. 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS 
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The aims of the visual arts course at HL and SL are to enable students to: 
 

 investigate past, present and emerging forms of visual arts and engage in producing, appreciating 
and evaluating these 

 develop an understanding of visual arts from a local, national and international perspective 

 build confidence in responding visually and creatively to personal and cultural experiences 

 develop skills in, and sensitivity to, the creation of works that reflect active and individual 
involvement 

 take responsibility for the direction of their learning through the acquisition of effective working 
practices. 

 
Having followed the visual arts course at HL or SL, students will be expected to: 
 
1. respond to and analyse critically and contextually the function, meaning and artistic qualities of 

past, present and emerging art, using the specialist vocabulary of visual arts 
 
2. develop and present independent ideas and practice, and explain the connections between 

these and the work of others 
 
3.  explore and develop ideas and techniques for studio work through integrated contextual study 

and first-hand observations 
 
4.  develop and maintain a close relationship between investigation and a purposeful, creative 

process in studio work 
 
5.  produce personally relevant works of art that reveal evidence of exploration of ideas that 

reflect cultural and historical awareness 
 
6.  develop and demonstrate technical competence and artistic qualities that challenge and 

extend personal boundaries (option A) and technical competence and self-direction (option B). 
 
 
Pre-requisites:    A sound pass in Year 10 Art or Visual Communication and Design. 
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5.3 Year 11 & 12  Vocational Education & Training – VET 
 

HOSPITALITY 
 
VCE VET UNITS 1 & 2 UNITS OF COMPETENCE. 

CORE 

THHCOR01B Work with Colleagues and Customers. 
THHCOR02B Work in a Socially Diverse Environment. 
THHCOR03B Follow Health, Safety and Security Procedures. 
THHCO01B Develop and Update Hospitality Industry Knowledge. 
THHGHS01B Follow Workplace Hygiene Procedures. 

ELECTIVES 

THHBCC01B Use Basic Methods of Cookery 
THHBKA01B Organise and Prepare Food 
THHBKA02A Present Food 
THHBKA04B Clean and Maintain Kitchen Premises 
THHBFB09B  Provide Responsible Service of Alcohol 
THHGFA01B Process Financial Transactions 
 

VCE VET UNITS 3& 4 UNITS OF COMPETENCE. 

 
THHBFB03B Provide Food and Beverage Service 
THHBFB10B Prepare and Serve Non-Alcoholic Beverages 
THHBFB02B Provide a Link between Kitchen and Service Areas 
THHBFB11B Develop and Update Food and Beverage Knowledge 

Unit Descriptors 

THHCOR01B – Work with Colleagues and Customers – This unit deals with the interpersonal, 
communication and customer service skills required by all people working in the tourism and 
hospitality industries.  This is a core unit which underpins all other competencies dealing with 
colleagues and customers and applies to all levels and sectors of he industry. 
 
THHCOR02B - Work in a Socially Diverse Environment – This unit deals with the cultural awareness 
that is required by all people working in the tourism and hospitality industries.  It includes the cultural 
awareness required for serving customers and working with colleagues from diverse backgrounds. 
 
THHCOR03B – Follow Health, Safety and Security Procedures – This unit deals with the skills and 
knowledge required to follow health, safety and security procedures.  This unit applies to all individuals 
working in the tourism and hospitality industries.  
 
THHCO01B – Develop and Update Hospitality Industry Knowledge – This unit deals with the skills and 
knowledge required to access, increase and update knowledge of the hospitality industry including 
different industry sectors and relevant industry legislation.  This knowledge underpins effective 
performance in all sectors and applies to all people working in the hospitality industry. In-depth 
knowledge is therefore not required. 
 
THHGHS01B - Follow Workplace Hygiene Procedures – This unit deals with the skills and knowledge 
required to follow key hygiene procedures, which apply in hospitality and tourism enterprises.  It is 
particularly relevant to staff working in kitchens, housekeeping, food and beverage and tour operations 
involving the preparation of food. 
 
THHBCC01B – Use Basic Methods of Cookery – This unit deals with different types of cookery, which 
can be used, prepare menu items. 
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THHBKA01B – Organise and Prepare Food – This unit deals with the skills and knowledge required to 
organise and prepare foodstuffs for the kitchen.  It focuses on general food preparation techniques. 
 
THHBKA02A – Present Food – This unit deals with skills and knowledge required to efficiently and 
professionally present food.  It should be linked with all units that involve the presentation of food. 
 
THHBKA04B – Clean and Maintain Kitchen Premises – This unit deals with the skills and knowledge 
to clean and maintain, kitchens, food preparation and storage areas in commercial cookery or catering 
operations. 
 
THHBFB09B – Provide Responsible Service of Alcohol – This unit deals with the skills and knowledge 
required to satisfy the requirements for responsible service of alcohol under State legislation.   
 
THHGCS01B – Develop and Update Local Knowledge – This unit deals with the skills and knowledge 
required to build and maintain the local knowledge that is required to effectively respond to general 
customer information requests in a range of tourism and hospitality enterprises. 
 
THHBFB03B – Provide Food and Beverage Service – This unit deals with the skills and knowledge 
required to provide food and beverage service to customers in a range of hospitality industry 
enterprises.  It reflects the role of a waiter or food and beverage attendant and may apply to different 
styles of service. 
 
THHBFB10B – Prepare and Serve Non-Alcoholic Beverages – This unit deals with the skills and 
knowledge required to prepare and serve a range of teas, coffees and other non-alcoholic beverages. 
 
THHBB02B – Provide a Link between Kitchen and Service Areas – This unit deals with the skills and 
knowledge required to provide general assistance in food and beverage service operations where staff 
who take orders are supported by others who deliver food to and collect used items from a service 
point.  It reflects the role of the „food runner‟ in food and beverage operations. 
 
THHBFB11B – Develop and Update Food and Beverage Knowledge – This unit deals with the skills 
required to develop and maintain the general product knowledge required by food and beverage 
attendants.  It brings together much of the product knowledge that underpins effective work 
performance in a range of food service roles and relates to food knowledge and the relationships 
between different foods and beverages staff. 
 

 
 

AVIATION  
 
The topics covered in this course are: 
 

 Effects of Controls, Straight and Level 

 Climbing and Descending, Turning  

 Stalling, Aerodynamics 

 4 Stroke Engine, Carburettors 

 Abnormal Combustion, Icing 

 Fuel Injection and Lubrication 

 Propellers and Cooling Systems 

 Electrical Systems and Hydraulics 

 Gyro Instruments and Compasses 

 Pressure Instruments 

 Air Law: Flight Rules 
Airspace 
Aerodromes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Air Law: Radios 
Licensing 
Fuelling 
Passengers 
Documentation 

 Pressure and Density Heights 

 Take-off and Landing Charts – Cessna 

 Basic Principles and Definitions 

 Introduction to Aircraft Loading 

 Loading System Alpha 

 Loading System Bravo 

 Loading System Charlie 
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CERTIFICATE II in EQUINE INDUSTRY 
 

VCE VET Units 1–2 

Unit of competence Nominal 
hours  

Compulsory units 

Work effectively in the equine industry 80 

Identify and develop a career path in the equine industry  20 

Communicate within the equine industry 20 

Introduction to occupational health and safety procedures 50 

Horse riding or driving skills I 40 

Handle horses safely in the equine industry 30 

Carry out regular horse observation 50 

Electives: select ONE of the following 

Assist in preparation of a horse for a competition 40 

Install, maintain and repair fencing 20 

Create and use simple spreadsheets 20 

Maintain properties and structures 40 

Apply point of sale handling procedures 21 

Apply retail office procedures 18 

*Not available at IGS                                                              Subtotal 308–330 

VCE VET Units 3–4 

Monitor horse health 30 

Care for horses in the equine industry 50 

Apply principles of basic anatomy and physiology to 
horses 

40 

Determine nutritional requirements for standardbreds or 
thoroughbreds 

20 

Electives: select ONE of the following 

Horse riding or driving skills II – specific equine discipline 40 

Assist in the conduct of an event in the equine industry 40 

Care of mares and foals in the equine industry 40 

Provide advice on equine products and the selection and 
fitting of equine equipment, gear and clothing 

40 

Identify horse breeding principles and assist in practices 40 

*Not available at IGS                                                              Subtotal 180 

TOTAL 488–510 
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6. Year 12 - University Enhancement Studies 
 

 
SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS 
 
ACCOUNTING  
To gain benefit from Enhancement Studies for ENTER purposes, students must satisfactorily complete both units. 
 
ACC1110  ACCOUNTING AND FINANCIAL DECISION MAKING 
This subject aims to provide students with a basic knowledge of accounting, and an understanding of its role in 
providing information for financial decision-making. 
 
ACC1121  ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS AND PROCEDURES 
Pre-requisite: ACC1110 
This subject aims to develop an accounting framework for financial reporting through the process of collecting, 
analysing, classifying, presenting and interpreting financial information.  Financial reports are developed for service 
and trading entities from both a manual and computer-based system. 
 
Recommendations  
Normally completion of Units 1 & 2 Accounting with high level results.  However, students with high-level results 
across all subjects undertaken in the preceding year may be considered for admission. 
 

ENGLISH 

PAIR B 
GSC1401  INTRODUCTION TO CULTURE AND ENGLISH 
This subject focuses on the three major literary forms (prose fiction, poetry and drama) and introduces the 
techniques, aims and assumptions of literary criticism.  It also introduces students to broader concepts of culture as 
they bear on how we read and value these literary forms, and develops an understanding of literature as a cultural 
institution.  Literary texts will be drawn from different historical periods and cultures, with some emphasis on works 
from the twentieth century.  A contemporary Australian film is also included in the syllabus. 
 
IC PART 1 & 2   JAPANESE 
These sequences cover both the spoken language and contemporary written language.  Language acquisition 
through active interaction out of the classroom is encouraged.  The course covers interviewing a Japanese 
speaker, the language required for business, hospitality and tourism. 
 
GSC1402  MEDIA STUDIES  
This subject introduces students to methods for evaluating and critically analysing media texts.  Areas of study 
include photography, advertising, television and television genres, news and film.  Readings of selected examples 
of these will draw attention to the historical circumstances of developing media technologies and the ways that 
social, political and economic life are represented in various media genres.  Some attention will be paid to selected 
aspects of media production but the primary emphasis of this subject is on the social role of the mass media and 
on the critical interpretation of its messages. 

HISTORY/POLITICS  

To gain benefit from Enhancement Studies for ENTER purposes, students must satisfactorily complete both units 
 
Semester 1: AUS1010 OUT OF EMPIRE (HISTORY) 
AUS1010 OUT OF EMPIRE 
This subject examines Australia‟s relationship with Britain from the 1900‟s to the present day.  It looks at the 
changing orientation of Australian trade; foreign policy and cultural ties, and considers the role of the monarchy in 
21

st
 Century Australia.  The background to the current debate over republicanism is examined in detail, and the 

arguments for and against are considered. 
 
Semester 2 AUS1020 DEMOCRACY AND NATION (POLITICS) 
This subject focuses on the character of the democracy that was established in Australia at the time of Federation 
in 1901.  It examines the many influences on Australia‟s constitution and its system of government, and how 
Australian citizens viewed their rights and responsibilities.  Upon completion of this unit together with AUS1010, 
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students will have an overview of Australia‟s political, social and cultural development over the century and a 
detailed knowledge of the early development of the nation‟s political and legal system. 

PHYSICS: PHS1011 & PHS1022 

Objectives 

 The Year 12 Enhancement Physics program offered by Monash University enables students to undertake a 
First Year University level subject while in Year 12.  It can lead to entry to an accelerated Degree Program 
where a normal 3-year degree can be completed in 2 years. 

 

 Upon satisfactory completion of the program, students will be credited with completing Monash University Units 
PHS1011 and PHS1022 - mainstream First Year Physics Units.  With this students should receive exemption 
from First Year Physics at any Tertiary Institution in Australia. 

MATHEMATICS  University of Melbourne 

The University of Melbourne Extension Program is similar to Enhancement studies at Monash.  The main 
differences are that Melbourne University staff do not teach the students and, at present, no fees are payable to 
Melbourne. 
 
Objectives 
On completion of this subject, students should: 
 
comprehend 

 some of the nature of the different types of numbers they use 

 the intuitive notion of limits as used in continuity, differentiation and integration 

 the notion of integral as area 

 the fundamental ideas in the calculus of functions of several variables 

 the extension of the notion of vectors in two or three dimensions to any finite number of dimensions 

 the theoretical treatment of systems of simultaneous linear equations. 
 

have developed 

 an ability to manipulate complex numbers and to use them to solve problems 

 an ability to use differential calculus to solve external problems 

 an ability to compute a wide range of integrals 

 an ability to use integration to compute area, length and volume 

 an ability to solve arbitrary systems of simultaneous linear equations. 
 
appreciate 

 the role of proof and logical reasoning in mathematics 

 the use of complex numbers; the role of limits in both the differential and integral calculus 

 the practical uses of calculus; the use of the ideas of linear algebra in dealing with the solution of 
simultaneous linear equations. 

 
Content 
Foundations:  Sets, integers, mathematical induction; real numbers; complex numbers, polar form, de Moivre's 
theorem, complex exponential.   
 
Calculus:  Functions of one real variable (including limits and continuity), derivatives; curve sketching; maxima and 
minima, curvature; antiderivatives and the definite integral; trigonometric functions and their inverses, logarithm, 
exponential function, hyperbolic functions and their inverses; systematic integration; approximate integration; 
applications of integration, areas, arc length, surface areas and volumes of solids of revolution.   Taylor 
polynomials and binomial series.    
 
Multivariable Calculus:  Functions of several variables, level curves, heights; partial derivatives, commutation of 
mixed partial derivatives; total derivative, gradient vector, directional derivatives and applications; chain rule; 
coordinate transformations, Jacobi matrix and determinant; Hessian matrix, maxima and minima of functions of 
several variables; introduction to double and triple integrals and applications.    
 

Vectors and linear equations:  Vectors in three-dimensional space, dot and cross products, triple products, 
determinants; linear dependence; equations of lines and planes, geometrical applications; bases and coordinates, 
dimension; row-reduction, rank, inverse, solution of linear equations, geometrical interpretation. 
 
Application Forms are available from: Course Manager (see ”contacts” page) 
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      SAMPLE  SUBJECT SELECTION SHEET FOR YEAR 10 2009 

 
NAME:____________________________  CURRENT FORM:  9_____ 

[Please Print) 
 

If you do not intend to return to this school in 2009, please tick the adjacent box.             
Note this is not an official notification of your intention to withdraw from this school. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Indicate your first four elective preferences in order by inserting the numbers 1, 2, 3 & 4 in the boxes adjacent to 
the listed units.  If you select a LOTE or a VCE/VET subject Unit 1 you must select Unit 2. 
 

Subjects will run only if sufficient numbers of students select them. 
 

ELECTIVES A – 4 PERIODS 

1.  AMERICAN HISTORY  2.  ART  3.  COMMERCE  

4.  DESIGN TECHNOLOGY  5.  DRAMA  6.  ESL SUPPORT  

7.  
GEOGRAPHY 

 8.  LIFE SCIENCES 
Biology/Psychology 

 9.  LITERATURE  

10.  MATERIALS 
TECHNOLOGY – 
Woodwork 

 11.  

MULTI MEDIA 
 12.  

MUSIC 
 

13.  MUSIC – SOUND 
ENGINEERING 

 14.  PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
Physics/Chemistry 

 15.  
THEORY OF PE 

 

16.  VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION & 
DESIGN 

     

 
 

 

ELECTIVES B - 8 PERIODS – LOTE  

17.  FRENCH 1  18.  FRENCH  2  19.  
 

JAPANESE 1 
 

20.  JAPANESE  2        

 

ELECTIVES C – 8 PERIODS  - VCE/VET UNITS 1 AND 2 

21.  ACCOUNTING UNIT 1  22.  ACCOUNTING UNIT 2  23.  BIOLOGY UNIT 1  

24.  BIOLOGY UNIT 2  25.  
BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT  UNIT 1 

 26.  
BUSINESS  
MANAGEMENT  UNIT 2 

 

27.  
HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELEOPMENT UNIT 1 

 28.  
HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELEOPMENT UNIT 1 

 29.  HOSPITALITY UNIT 1  

30.  HOSPITALITY UNIT 2  31.  
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY UNIT 1 

 32.  
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY UNIT 2 

 

33.  
INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICS UNIT 1 

 34.  
INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICS UNIT 2 

    

 

Please fill in the following table by placing the number listed on the left-hand side of your preferred subjects in the 
appropriate spaces. Include a reserve choice in case another choice is required because of timetabling difficulties 
with your combination of choices or because there are insufficient numbers to form a class.  If choosing a Unit 1 & 
2 make sure both units are indicated in preferences. 
 

Number Codes of Preferences: 

1
ST

 2
ND

 3
RD

 4
TH

  RESERVE 

      

 
Signatures: PARENTS:___________________________  HEAD of  HOUSE:___________________ 

The official completed form must be returned to your  FORM TUTOR no later than Friday, 1 August 2008 

 
 
 
 

 

10  
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  SAMPLE SELECTION SHEET for YEAR 11 in 2009 

 
NAME:____________________________   CURRENT FORM:  10_____ 
 

If you do not intend to return to this school in 2009, please tick the adjacent box.     
Note this is not an official notification of your intention to withdraw from this school. 
 

Subjects will run only if sufficient numbers of students select them. 
 

UNITS 1 & 2 

34. 
ACCOUNTING 

 35. 
ART 

 36. BIOLOGY  

37. 
BUSINESS MGT 

 38. 
CHEMISTRY 

 39. 
CHINESE (First language) 

 

40. 
DESIGN TECH 

 41. 
DRAMA 

 42. 
ECONOMICS 

 

43. 
ENGLISH 

 44. 
ESL 

 45. 
FRENCH 

 

46. HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

 47. 
HISTORY- 20

th
 Century 

 48. HOSPITALITY (School and at 
Box Hill Institute of TAFE) 

 

49 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 50. INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICS 

 51. 
JAPANESE 

 

52. LEGAL STUDIES  53. 
LITERATURE 

 54. MATHEMATICS –  
FOUNDATION 

 

55. 
MATHEMATICS –  
GENERAL MATH A 

 56. 
MATHEMATICS - 
GENERAL MATH B 

 57. 
MATHS METHODS 

 

58. MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
 

 59. 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 60. 
PHYSICS 

 

61. 
PSYCHOLOGY 

 62. 
VISUAL COMM & DESIGN 

  
 

 

UNITS 3 & 4 (only those subjects which are bolded are available to Year 11 students) 

 
*Available only  if Unit 1 & 2 of the study has been satisfactorily completed 

Please fill in the following table by placing the number listed on the left-hand side of your preferred subjects in the appropriate 
spaces.  Include a reserve choice in case another choice is required because of timetabling difficulties with your combination of 
choices or because there are insufficient numbers to form a class. 

 

Codes of preferences: 

1
ST

 2
ND

 3
RD

 4
TH

 5
TH

 6
TH

  Reserve 

        

 
 

1.  ACCOUNTING  2.  ART  3.  BIOLOGY*  

4.  BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  5.  CHEMISTRY  6.  CHINESE (first language only)  

7.  DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  8.  DRAMA  9.  ECONOMICS  

10.  ENGLISH  11.  ESL  12.  FRENCH  

13.  
GEOGRAPHY 

 14.  HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

 15.  
HISTORY – Revolutions 

 

16.  HOSPITALITY (at School  

and at Box Hill Institute of TAFE)* 
 17.  INFO TECH - 

APPLICATIONS 
 18.  INFO TECH - SOFTWARE 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

19.  INTERNATIONAL STUDIES  20.  JAPANESE  21.  LEGAL STUDIES  

22.  
LITERATURE 

 23.  
MATHEMATICS – Further* 

 24.  MATHEMATICS- 
Methods* 

 

25.  MATHEMATICS - Specialist  26.  MUSIC PERFORMANCE  27.  PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

28.  PHYSICS  29.  PSYCHOLOGY  30.  RELIGION and SOCIETY  

31.  VISUAL COMM & DESIGN  32.  PRIVATE STUDY 1  33.  PRIVATE STUDY 2  

 VCE  11 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  Indicate your first six (6) preferences in order by inserting the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 
6 in the boxes adjacent to the listed units.  The number “1” should be inserted next to either ENGLISH or ESL. 

 

The official completed form must be returned to your  

FORM TUTOR no later than Friday 1 August 2008. 

 

Authorisation Signatures : 
 
Parents: ____________________________ 
 
Careers: ____________________________ 
 
Head of House: _______________________ 
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE                                                     

 
YEAR 

11 

 

 

 

IB DIPLOMA COURSE 
PRELIMINARY SUBJECT OFFERINGS FOR  

2009 – 2010 

 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THESE SIX GROUPS WILL NOT MATCH THE FINAL  
TIMETABLED SUBJECT BLOCKS 

 
 
 

 
GROUP 1 

 

 
GROUP 2  

 
GROUP 3 GROUP 4 GROUP 5 GROUP 6 

First Language 
Language A1 

Second 
Language 

Language A2, B 
and Ab Initio 

Humanities 
Experimental 

Sciences 

Mathematics & 
Computer 
Science 

Arts & Electives 

 English A1 English B History Biology Mathematics SL Music 

Chinese A1 French B SL Economics Chemistry 
Mathematical 

Studies SL 
Visual Arts 

 Japanese B SL Psychology Physics  
or Elective 

(one other subject 
from Groups 3–5) 

 Indonesian Ab 
Initio SL 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Valid IB Diploma Courses include one subject from each of the Groups above. 
 

 Actual subjects offered will depend upon demand and resources and will be confirmed in mid August 
2008. 
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             SAMPLE SELECTION SHEET FOR YEAR 12 2009 

 
NAME: _______________________________   CURRENT FORM: ___________ 
 
If you do not intend to return to this school in 2009, please tick the box.  Note this is not an official  
notification of your intention to withdraw from this school. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

UNITS 3 & 4                                   Subjects will run only if sufficient numbers of students select them. 

1.  
ACCOUNTING 

 2.  
ART 

 3.  BIOLOGY  

4.  
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

 5.  
CHEMISTRY 

 6.  CHINESE (first language only)  

7.  
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 8.  
DRAMA 

 9.  ECONOMICS  

10.  
ENGLISH 

 11.  
ESL 

 12.  FRENCH  

13.  
GEOGRAPHY 

 14.  HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

 15.  
HISTORY – Revolutions 

 

16.  HOSPITALITY (at School  

and at Box Hill Institute of TAFE) 
 17.  INFO TECH -  

APPLICATIONS 

 18.  INFO TECH - SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

19.  
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

 20.  
JAPANESE 

 21.  LEGAL STUDIES  

22.  LITERATURE  23.  
MATHEMATICS – Further 

 24.  MATHEMATICS- Methods  

25.  
MATHEMATICS - Specialist 

 26.  
MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

 27.  PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

28.  
PHYSICS 

 29.  
PSYCHOLOGY 

 30.  
RELIGION and SOCIETY 

 

31.  
VISUAL COMM & DESIGN 

 32.  
PRIVATE STUDY 1 

    

 
 
Units 1 & 2 

34.  ACCOUNTING  35.  ART  36.  BIOLOGY  

37.  BUSINESS MGT  38.  CHEMISTRY  39.  CHINESE (First language)  

40.  DESIGN TECH  41.  DRAMA  42.  ECONOMICS  

43.  ENGLISH  44.  ESL  45.  FRENCH  

46.  
HEALTH & HUMAN DEV 

 47.  
HISTORY- 20

th
 Century 

 48.  HOSPITALITY (School and at 
Box Hill Institute of TAFE) 

 

49.  
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 50.  INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICS 

 51.  
JAPANESE 

 

52.  
LEGAL STUDIES 

 53.  
LITERATURE 

 54.  MATHEMATICS - 
FOUNDATION 

 

55.  MATHEMATICS –  
GENERAL MATH A 

 56.  MATHEMATICS - 
GENERAL MATH B 

 57.  
MATHS METHODS 

 

58.  MUSIC PERFORMANCE  59.  PHYSICAL EDUCATION  60.  PHYSICS  

61.  PSYCHOLOGY  62.  VISUAL COMM & DESIGN     

 

Please fill in the following table by placing the number listed on the left-hand side of your preferred subjects in the appropriate 
spaces.  Include a reserve choice in case another choice is required because of timetabling difficulties with your combination of  
choices or because there are insufficient numbers to form a class. 

 

Codes of preferences: 

1ST 2ND 3RD 4TH 5TH 6TH  Reserve 

        

IMPORTANT INFORMATION Indicate your first six (6) preferences in order by inserting the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 
in the boxes adjacent to the listed units.  The number “1” should be inserted next to either ENGLISH or ESL.  The sixth 
choice for most students should be Private Study 1. 

AUTHORISATION: SIGNATURES 

 

PARENT:______________________________ 

CAREERS COUNSELLOR: ________________________ 

HEAD OF HOUSE: _______________________ 

VCE 12 

This form must be returned to your FORM TUTOR no 
later than Friday, 1 August 2008 
than 10 AUGUST 2007. 
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA  
 

2008-2009 SUBJECT CONFIRMATION  – YEAR 12 
 

 

NAME:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ CURRENT FORM: 11_______ 

 

Your six IB academic subjects will not change in Year 12.  However, please complete 

this form including your Higher Level and Standard Level subject selections.  This 

information is required for timetable and IBO Administration purposes. 

 

Thank you 

 

TICK  the subjects you are studying. 

 

GRID 1 GRID 2 GRID 3 GRID 4 GRID 5 GRID 6 

8
3 

Chinese 
A1 

 

8

6 

 English B 
8
4 

Economics 
8
1 

Biology 
9
1 

 
Mathematics 
HL 

8
2 

Chemistr
y 

8
5 

English 
A1 

 
8
7 

French B 
9
5 

Psycholog
y 

9
4 

Physic
s 

9
2 

Mathematics 
SL 

8
8 

History 

9
6 

Other A1 
Languag
e 

8
9 

Indonesia
n ab intio 

    
9
3 

Mathematic
al Studies 

  

  9
0 

 Japanese 
B 

    

  
  

  9
7 

Other 
Group 2  

    

  
  

 
 
 

This Subject Confirmation Sheet must be completed and returned to your FORM TUTOR 
no later than FRIDAY, 1 AUGUST 2008 
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APPLICATION TO UNDERTAKE AN ADVANCED LEVEL SUBJECT 
 
This form is to be completed by any student wishing to undertake a VCE subject at a level beyond 
their current one. 
 
NAME: ___________________________ Form Group:  ______Current Year Level: 9   10    11      
 
Head of House:     _______________________________________ 
 
PROPOSED SUBJECT‟S NAME    _________________________________        
 
LIST YOUR CURRENT YEAR SUBJECTS AND MARKS RECEIVED 

 
 
SUBJECT 

 
SEMESTER 1 
RESULTS 

 
SEMESTER 2 
RESULTS 

 
SUBJECTS SELECTED NEXT YEAR 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
Reason(s) for wanting to do this subject next year 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Post Year 12 Intentions (what further study are you aiming to undertake after completing Year 12?) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
How will this subject help you achieve your study goal mentioned above? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian signature       ________________________________________ 
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Submit this form to your Head of House 

 
Head of House‟s Recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please initial recommendation: 
           

Subject Teacher‟s Recommendation  Yes □ No □ _________ 

 
 

Careers Teacher‟s Recommendation  Yes □ No □ _________ 

 
 

Timetabler‟s Recommendation   Yes □ No □ _________ 

 
 

Head of Department Approval   Yes □ No □ ________ 
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Reverse Side of All  Subject Selection Sheets 

 

 
 

Approval for External Studies 
 
 
Name:   
 
 
I seek approval to study a subject external to Ivanhoe Grammar School. 
 
 
Yes        No 
 
 
If yes, subject to be studied: ____________________________________________ 
 
Studied at:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Day & Time: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

 
YEARS 10 PROPOSED SUBJECTS IN 2009 (YEAR 11) & 2010 (YEAR 12) 

 

 
2008 
 

       

 
2009 
 

       

 
 

This information is to be used for future planning. 
 

 
 


