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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Roderick D Fraser
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Welcome to the first newsletter for 2010
specifically written for the families of students
from overseas attending Ivanhoe Grammar
School.
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The Ivanhoe Grammar School student community
has always been rich in its diversity of student
backgrounds and for this reason we value
enormously the position and contribution of our
students who attend the School from overseas

countries.
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Ivanhoe Grammar School’s link with students from overseas goes back to the early
1940s when the first students from Malaysia and Indonesia came here.
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Our membership of the Round Square international network of schools and our
embracing of the International Baccalaureate curriculum provides a critical approach
to the way students who attend Ivanhoe Grammar School view the world. This
becomes even more important when they leave school.
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We are especially proud of the academic success attained by our students from
overseas, some of whom arrive with limited English speaking skills. Their dedication
and commitment to the task enables wonderful results to be achieved each year and



2009 was no exception (see below). In particular, the ability of students to gain
entry to some of the best universities in Australia is a clear indication of how
important they regard their education at Ivanhoe Grammar School.
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The School’s establishment of an International Students’ Council, comprising both
overseas and local students, is an initiative designed to provide further support for
students studying here who are far from home. In addition, the specific career and
course advice given to overseas students by our Counsellors and by representatives
of the major universities bears further testimony to the School’s support for the
particular needs of overseas students.
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Finally, the Old Ivanhoe Grammarians’ Association, the past-students’ network, aims
to provide all students with a ready link back to the School and their friends long
after they have finished their secondary schooling. Their recent initiatives include:
e a luncheon for overseas visiting Parents of students making their vale dictum
(end of final year)
e invitations to past students who have entered university by inviting them
back to the School to help maintain their links with teachers and friends.

Both of these initiatives are welcomed.
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FROM THE HEAD OF CAMPUS - GERARD FOLEY

Over the past few weeks I have been in the fortunate
position to meet all International students who are
studying at Ivanhoe Grammar School in 2010. We
discussed a wide range of issues including transition to a
new country, the public transport system, the subjects
being studied; career aspirations and the University
students are hoping to attend at the end of their secondary
schooling.
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Each student discussed their longer goals and plans and it was hard not to be
anything but impressed by this fine group of young men and women. I will be
meeting regularly with all International students this year and look forward to
seeking their input into a range of issues, as we continually seek to improve our
programs for all students.
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The academic and personal wellbeing of all students forms a cornerstone of the
Ivanhoe Grammar School educational experience, and to achieve this, open
communication between parents, students and staff is critical.
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In 2010, we have commenced our new Three Year Senior Studies Program with a
strong emphasis on developing internationally minded citizens. Preparatory VCE and
International Baccalaureate (IB) studies will be offered at Year 10, including a core
study in a subject titled Global Perspectives. This, along with the Victorian Certificate
of Education and IB Diploma Programs at Years 11 and 12 provides students with a
wide variety of academic choice in their Senior Years. The opportunity for students to
undertake accelerated studies will also be available as part of the Three year Senior
Studies Program.
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I take this opportunity to wish all International students and their families well in
2010.
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Gerard Foley

Head of Ridgeway Campus
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SCHOOL NEWS
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF IVANHOE INTERNATIONAL - Lyn Gilbert
XX EEBHEE B2 R AR

Congratulations to the International Students in the
Class of 2009!
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The School is very proud of the achievements of its
international students, and 2009 was no exception. In
2009, all international students in Year 12 remaining in
Australia received offers for further study. The top
international student gained an ENTER score of 99.3 (the
maximum score possible is 99.95) and was offered a place
in Medicine/Surgery at Monash University. The second
student (an IB student) achieved an ENTER of 97.5 and was

Lyn Gilbert . ) - i .
Director of &fgclaggﬂrieplace in Biomedical Sciences at The University of
Ivanhoe ’
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Parent Support Group

The School has recently established a parent support group for parents of
International Students who are living here with their children. The aims of the group
are to enable the parents to get to know one another, the local area and Melbourne
generally and to give them an opportunity to improve their English. The School
provides an ESL teacher to coordinate the group. At present they are meeting
weekly, at times within the School and at other times at outside venues.
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IGS staff member Lynne Lloyd sharing skills and information with parents of
International students.
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Year 12 Lunch
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The School recently hosted a lunch for our Year 12 International Students from 2009
together with the current Year 12s. This is now an annual event, supported by the
Old Ivanhoe Grammarians. The lunch is aimed at emphasizing to all students that
the School is available to them for help and support even after they have completed
their schooling, and to encourage them to look out for one another at University,
which can be a very big and lonely place.
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Homestay
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Many International Students studying at Ivanhoe Grammar School have relatives in
Melbourne who can assist in providing homestay accommodation.
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Students are not permitted to live independently or without adult supervision.
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The School has an extensive and closely monitored homestay network supervised by
the Dean of International Students and the Homestay Coordinator. Homestays are
expected to provide full board and a level of care and supervision appropriate to the
age of the student. The Homestay Coordinator makes regular visits to homestays



throughout the year.
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Students make application for homestay at the time of accepting a place in the
School. The School works with two homestay placement agencies:
Student Accommodation Services (SAS), and
Southern Cross Homestay.
Every effort is made by the homestay placement agencies to fulfill the requests of
students as closely as possible. Students should expect to travel to School for 30 to
40 minutes on good public transport.
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Guardianship
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The School requires all International Students enrolled at the School, irrespective of
age, to have a guardian for the duration of their enrolment. Guardians are required
to oversee all aspects of the student’s welfare while at school in Australia. These
include -
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o regular ongoing contact with the student - weekly telephone contact
and fortnightly face to face contact at the least
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o ensuring that all financial obligations for the student’s education are
met
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o signing all documents on behalf of the parent(s) of the student as the
parents’ legal representative
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o ensuring that all significant medical needs of the student are met and
that the School and parents are kept informed
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o liaising with the School on behalf of the student and their parents
concerning any grievances the student may have
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o notifying the School of any unresolved grievances
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o meeting with teachers at appropriate Parent/Teacher evenings (and
other meetings which may be called from time to time) to discuss the
academic progress of the student and reporting these comments back
to the parents
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o acting as a contact person for the School and the parents
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o being familiar with homestay and school rules and supporting the
School in the application of these
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There are three acceptable categories of guardianship.
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1 Some students may have a relative in Melbourne who is able to fulfill this
role. If the parents are nominating a family member as guardian, this person must
be over 25 years of age and the parents must supply the following to the Director of
Ivanhoe International -
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o A letter appointing the relative as guardian, including the name,
address, telephone numbers (home, work and mobile) and email
address of the relative
—HRAFEKARIERN, NACEZERES, bk, BiE5E EXR5E. L
TEANLFNTFAL) DA HE - Hil A
o Documentary evidence that the relative is a blood relative of the
student
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2 If parents wish to appoint a family friend as guardian, this person must be
over 25 years of age and the parents must supply the following to the Director of
Ivanhoe International -
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o0 A letter appointing the family friend as guardian, including the name,
address, telephone numbers (home, work and mobile) and email
address of the family friend
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o Evidence that the family friend has a Working With Children card.
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3 Paid professional guardianship is required in all other circumstances. The
School recommends the following Guardianship companies.
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Le Le Wang Student Care
www.llwstudentcare.com
(Le Le Wang, Director)

Melbourne Migration and Education Centre (MMEC)
WWW.mmec.com.au
(Sarah Cheng, Director)

International Student Alliance (ISA)
www.studentguardians.com
(Ivan McKinney, Director)




Parents are required to select one of these companies and make the necessary
arrangements. The Director of Ivanhoe International must be advised of
guardianship arrangements prior to the issue of the Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE)
and the Confirmation of Appropriate Accommodation/Welfare letter (CAAW).
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Payment arrangements for guardianship -
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o in categories 1 and 2 above, payment arrangements, as appropriate,
will be made between the parents and the guardian
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o in category 3 above, the Guardianship Company will invoice Ivanhoe
Grammar School, the School will pay the company and the costs will
be passed on to the family via the student’s account.
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Visa conditions
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Parents are also asked to make sure that their children understand that, under the
terms of their visas, students are required by the Immigration Department to
achieve satisfactory academic standards, and to attend at least 80% of the time.
The School requires 100% attendance unless there are extenuating circumstances,
such as illness.
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Applying to Enrol at lvanhoe Grammar School
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Some of you may be talking to friends or relatives who are considering enrolment
here at Ivanhoe Grammar School for their children. There appears to be some
confusion in the marketplace concerning requirements for English language testing.
Please note that language testing (AEAS or IELTS) is not a requirement here.
Students who have achieved at least 75% in English in Year 9, and who have gained
a place in the academic stream of a senior high school in China, are eligible for the
Waiver of English test requirements. The School does, however, reserve the right to
request testing such as AEAS or IELTS in individual circumstances.
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Lyn Gilbert

Director

Ivanhoe International
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FROM THE DEAN OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS - Leisl Bruhn
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This newsletter is an important link between Ivanhoe
Grammar School and the families of our international
students. Being able to send you some news of the day to
day life of our school is vital to maintaining strong links
between school and home.
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Settling in to new routines
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There is much excitement when students arrive to study at Ivanhoe Grammar
School. There are many new things to learn about the new culture and language.
Students need time to fit into their new environment. At first everything is new and
exciting. Learning English all day requires a lot of concentration and many students
feel very tired during the first few weeks of school. This is a very normal experience
for most students.
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Many students also experience homesickness soon after the excitement of arriving in
a new country has worn off. This too is also a very normal experience for
international students. Talking about these feelings with other new friends can help.
Having regular contact with family members can also help overcome feeling
homesick. Students can always talk with their teachers or me if they feel the need to
chat or ask questions about their new environment.
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ELICOS NEWS
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This year we are fortunate to have Ms Judith Rhode and Mrs Sophie Young teaching
English in our ELICOS program as well as Mrs Susan Andreevski who has joined us
on a permanent part time basis. Mrs Kerry Bland after many years of dedicated
services has left us to enjoy some new pursuits. All of our English teachers are
highly qualified and very experienced at teaching English to international students.



We also welcome our subject teachers who give our students a taste of mainstream
classes: Mrs Jan Cracknell who is responsible for the ELICOS Maths Program and Mr
Crowther who also teaches Maths, Mr Saunders and Mr Misra who teach Science, Mrs
Petroulias and Mr Dorgan who teach Commerce, Mr Johnson and Mr Rowe who teach
Physical Education, Mr Wanless who teaches Woodwork, Mr Fowkes who teaches Art
and Ms Van Coppen Hagen who teaches Music.
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At this stage of the year our ELICOS program has students from mainland China,
Taiwan and Thailand. There are of course many other international students from a
variety of countries who have already graduated to mainstream classes. There are
currently students from Korea, Indonesia, West Papua, Taiwan, Malaysia and
Thailand in Years 10, 11 and 12 along with local students from many and varied
cultural backgrounds. All students have recently participated in our annual
walkathon with all money raised going to local charities.
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School Reports
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Ivanhoe Grammar School sends four reports each year to parents. You should have
received the first mid-semester report. Others will come late June, early September
and late December. Please contact the School if you did not receive your child’s
report and make sure that the School has updated your contact details.
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The School has a Chinese speaking member of staff, Dr Li Hong Yan who is the
Senior Tutor of Overseas Students and can be contacted to discuss matters
concerning your child at her office on 613 9490 3818 or by email on:
hongyan.li@ivanhoe.com.au
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HOMESTAY COORDINATOR

The Ivanhoe Grammar School Homestay co-ordinator visits
international students who are living in Homestay
accommodation. The purpose of the visit is for the students
to introduce their host family to a representative of the
school and to show where and how they are living away
from their home country.
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During the visit the homestay co-ordinator can find out
about how the students are settling in and if there are any
concerns about the living arrangements from either the
student’s or the homestay family’s point of view. The
students can come and discuss any issues they have about

their homestay, with the homestay co-ordinator who can contact the homestay
company on their behalf. All changes in accommodation must be approved by the
Dean of International students (Ms Leisl Bruhn) and the Homestay Co-ordinator (Ms
Sophie Young). Student guardians are also involved in discussions regarding student
homestay placement and issues.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
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VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (VCE) UPDATE - Marjorie
Supple(VCE Coordinator)
HEZFWEBEIET (VCE) B#HiHE——Marjorie Supple (VCE #%K)

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is a certificate which recognises the
successful completion of a student’s secondary education. The studies that make up
the VCE are constantly checked against other major world educational programs to
ensure that they meet high standards and are genuinely interesting to students.
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Studies are designed to last for two years, and these in turn are broken into units. A
unit is designed to last for half a year. It is important to note that Units 1 and 2 may
be taken as single units, but Units 3 and 4 must be taken as a sequence.
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All VCE studies have both school assessment and examinations; however tertiary
entrance is based solely on Unit 3/4 results. In all Unit 3/4 studies there will be at
least one formal examination held in October-November. In Accounting, Biology,
Chemistry, Psychology and Physics there are also formal examinations in June. Unit
3/4 examinations are conducted by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority.
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In most Unit 3/4 studies, the school assessment component will take the form of
several assessment tasks (SACs) set throughout the year. These SACs will be
completed during class time generally over one or two periods. SAC results count
towards each study score (out of 50).
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It is possible to grant assistance to students who have been adversely affected by
illness, disability or personal circumstances. The VCE Coordinator may approve
special provision designed to enable students suffering hardship to satisfactorily
complete SACs or outcomes. The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
must approve special arrangements for examinations.
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This year, international students make up around 20% of students enrolled in the
VCE.
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The School’s Year 12 VCE international students achieved to a very high standard in
2010 and it is anticipated this year’s group will be no exception.
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IVANHOE GRAMMAR INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA
UPDATE - Marjorie Supple (IB Co-Ordinator)
R BEIEF R FETRIAAIES (IB) —— Marjorie Supple (IB #55K)

The International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) is an alternative two year course to the
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) that Ivanhoe Grammar School students may
choose in Years 11 and 12. It is suitable for international students with strong
English language reading and writing skills, maturity and very good organisational
ability.
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Almost 25% of our IB students from 2009 were International students from mainland
China, Taiwan and Korea. Our average IB Diploma Programme graduate, in 2009,
attained results in the top 8% of all students in Victoria. Many IGS IB International
Students enrol in Universities in Melbourne or other parts of Australia studying
courses including Science, Engineering, Business and Commerce.
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For more information go to the IB section of the school website:

http://galaxy.igs.vic.edu.au/ib/
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or the International Baccalaureate Organisation public website at:
http://www.ibo.org/
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CAREERS NEWS - Maria Staikos, Careers Adviser

At Ivanhoe Grammar School we place high importance on preparing students for
course and careers selection especially as they approach their senior years of
schooling.
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As the school’s Careers Adviser my main role is to help guide and assist students to
plan their course and career path. The Careers office is available for students to
arrange appointments and to make enquiries concerning courses and careers they
are considering for their futures.

TER— RS TG REIN, RIS BT 32 A T8 SRR L e B A%
MV I A 2 BN R 2 A HE L WL B3 AT 2 AR D O SR BT OG0 B R AN b 1) 5

Career planning is an important process and not a ‘one off’ activity; therefore we
encourage students to be exploring careers and courses earlier on in their school
years.
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There are many ways available to assist students with their course/career
exploration within the school.
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An extensive Careers section of resources has been set up in the library for students
to read and borrow. Careers information is regularly included in the school’s
newsletter on courses and careers. In addition, a careers newsletter containing very



current helpful course and careers information is emailed to Yr 11 and 12 students
once a fortnight.
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The Careers department has developed the school’s careers webpage which students
can access via the intranet. The webpage includes a wealth of information on careers
and courses including careers programs and a myriad of websites to help students in
planning for their career.
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Students are also encouraged to attend University open days in July and August.
These provide an excellent opportunity for students to visit the Universities and find
out as much as possible about courses and campuses.
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Speakers are also invited to the school in Term 3 from various Universities to give
information on courses, eg, Commerce-Melbourne University.
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It is important for students to have a broad understanding of tertiary institutions
when planning for course selection and not to limit their choice to one or two
Universities. There are many institutions, including TAFE colleges and private
providers of excellent reputation offering courses and pathways to University
courses.
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I would be happy to assist with any enquiries parents may have concerning careers
and can be contacted at the Careers Office on: (03) 9490 3458 or by email
careers@ivanhoe.com.au Alternatively, careers appointments with Mrs Staikos can
be arranged through Ms Norman on (613) 9490 3418
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B T-liRfF: careers@igs.com.au

TERM DATES 2010-11
2010 £ % 2011 =4EEHY

When booking flights please note that it is important that continuing students do not
leave before Wednesday 8 December. From Monday 22 November until Wednesday
8 December all students commence their next year’s studies. This is especially
important for those students undertaking Year 12 studies.
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2010 %4F

Term 2
FEH
Term 3
5=
Term 4
=S i

2011 3%4F

Term 1
B
Term 2
B 2R
Term 3
F=2H
Term 4
EHIEES

Monday 12 April - Saturday 19 June
WH+=H B#— - AAT/LHERA

Tuesday 13 July — Thursday 16 September
LHA+=H B#= - WA+ SHEBNT

Monday 4 October - Wednesday 8 December
+HAWNH E#— - +ZHNH E=

Monday 31 January (All students commence) - Friday 8 April 19
—H=1—H B#f— ERELF® - WA+ ILH Ef
Wednesday 27 April — Saturday 25 June

WH—-++tH B#= - SH-+TH 28N

Tuesday 19 July - Friday 23 September

tH+ILH B - WA= +=HEMNA

Monday 10 October - Friday 9 December
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